TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2019
CITY OF COLLEGE PARK
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
7:30 P.M.
WORKSESSION AGENDA
COLLEGE PARK MISSION STATEMENT
The City Of College Park Provides Open And Effective Governance And Excellent Services
That Enhance The Quality Of Life In Our Community.

Time

Item

Staff/Council

CALL TO ORDER

7:30

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
AMENDMENTS TO AND APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Discussion Items

7:35

8:20

1

2

Review City Hall Design Development Drawings Including
Layout of Council Chambers (45)

Scott Somers,
City Manager

Review of draft “Unruly Social Gathering” addition to Chapter
141, Nuisances prior to introduction next week (30)

Suellen Ferguson,
City Attorney
and Bob Ryan,
Director of Public
Services
Suellen Ferguson,
City Attorney
and Bob Ryan,
Director of Public
Services

9:10

3

Review of Ordinance 19-O-09, Amending Chapter 138,
Noise, prior to introduction next week (10)

9:20

4

Discussion on the next Strategic Plan (30)

9:50

5

Mayor’s travel request for US Conference of Mayors, Vice
Chair for City Livability/Bicycling (10)

10:00

6

Mayor and Council Subcommittee to review the applications
received in the City’s “Business of the Year Recognition
Program” (5)
1

Bill Gardiner,
Assistant City Manager

Mayor Wojahn

Terry Schum,
Director of Planning
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10:05

7

Appointments to Boards and Committees

Mayor and Council

10:10

8

Requests for/Status of Future Agenda items

Mayor and Council

10:15

9

Mayor and Councilmember Comments

Mayor and Council

10:20

10

City Manager's Comments

Scott Somers,
City Manager

This agenda is subject to change. Item times are estimates only. For the most current information, please contact the City Clerk. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance, please contact the City Clerk’s Office and describe
the assistance that is necessary. City Clerk’s Office: 240-487-3501

2

002

1
City Hall
Design
Development
Drawings

003

2
Amendments to
Chapter 141,
Nuisances,
For “Unruly
Social
Gatherings”
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CITY OF COLLEGE PARK, MARYLAND
COUNCIL WORKSESSION AGENDA ITEM

Prepared By:

R. W. Ryan,
Public Services Director

Presented By: R.W. Ryan,
Public Services Director and
Suellen Ferguson, City Attorney
Originating Department:
Public Services

Meeting Date: 09/03/2019

Consent Agenda: No

Issue Before Council:

Review and approve for introduction an ordinance amending Chapter 141,
Nuisances, that prohibits unruly social gatherings as a nuisance.

Strategic Plan Goal:

# 6: Excellent Services

Background/Justification:
Council has previously discussed various changes to the City Code to address noise and other negative
impacts of large social gatherings. Companion amendments to City Code Chapter 138, Noise have been
prepared for introduction at the September 10, 2019 meeting. The draft amendment to Chapter 141 is
intended to address nuisance behavior associated with large social gatherings in City neighborhoods.
The proposed changes to Chapter 141 are similar to ordinances adopted by Baltimore County, MD and the
City of Kent, Ohio, which were previously reviewed and discussed by Mayor, Council and staff. According to
news articles (example attached), the Baltimore County ordinance has significantly reduced the number of
unruly gatherings since it was first established a few years ago. The Greater Baltimore Board of Realtors
supported passage of the legislation, and the Maryland Collaborative to Reduce College Drinking and
Related Problems has called the ordinance a “Success Story” (see https://marylandcollaborative.org/bcsho/).
The initial pilot program has been expanded to additional parts of Baltimore County and has been extended
through 2022.
The unruly social gathering is prohibited as a nuisance. A violation is subject to a municipal infraction and
fine, with a warning given on first offense to property owners. In addition, if there are three such violations in
a 24-month period, the Public Services Director may schedule a hearing before the City’s Advisory Planning
Commission for suspension or revocation of the City occupancy permit issued to a property. This is similar to
the authority granted to the Director for Noise Code violations.
Fiscal Impact:
To be determined due to annual cost of enforcement.
Council Options:
#1: Adopt amendments to Chapter 141 Nuisances as presented.
#2: Adopt other changes to the City Code.
#3: Make no changes to the Code.
Staff Recommendation:
Option #1
Attachments:
1. City Code Chapter 141
2. Draft Ordinance to amend Chapter 141
3. Articles about Baltimore County unruly social gathering law
4. Greater Baltimore Board of Realtors Letter supporting Baltimore County ordinance
5. One-page summary of Baltimore County ordinance
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Chapter 141
NUISANCES
GENERAL REFERENCES
Air pollution — See Ch. 78.

Litter and graffiti — See Ch. 132.

Fees and penalties — See Ch. 110.

Noise — See Ch. 138.

Refuse, solid waste, yard waste and special
trash — See Ch. 119.

Property maintenance — See Ch. 157.

§ 141-1. Nuisances outlined.
Whatever is dangerous to life or health; whatever renders air, food, water
or drink unwholesome or unfit for the use of people; whatever odors or
exhalations are offensive or dangerous to the public health; and whatever
accumulations of animal or vegetable matter, solid or liquid, are dangerous
or harmful to the public health or are likely to become so are hereby
declared to be nuisances within the scope and meaning of this chapter.
§ 141-2. Duties of Public Services Department. [Amended
9-10-1991 by Ord. No. 91-O-22]
The duties of the Public Services Department, as they relate to this chapter
in general, shall be to cause to be executed and observed all ordinances for
the preservation of the health and well-being of the people of the city; to
examine from time to time the sanitary condition of all streets, roads and
alleys in the City and lots and properties abutting thereon and cause to
be abated or removed all nuisances tending to create a nuisance thereon
which, in its opinion, would endanger health; to investigate all complaints
as to the existence of alleged nuisances on any premises or enclosure and,
if found, to cause the abatement thereof; and generally to notice all things
that relate to the preservation of the health of the people of the city. It shall
particularly observe and investigate all places where groceries or prepared
food is sold, and, if conditions are found which are deemed a menace to
health, it shall cause the nuisance to be abated.
§ 141-3. Dumpsters and other storage receptacles. [Amended
10-8-1985 by Ord. No. 85-O-9; 1-13-2004 by Ord. No. 03-O-12;
6-12-2007 by Ord. No. 07-O-12]
A.

Commercial or residentially zoned properties using a commercial
dumpster service for regular trash collection must file with the City a
copy of their contract for the services. Each contractor must furnish
a minimum of two pickups weekly. All dumpsters furnished by the
contractor must be watertight, with a lid that must remain closed. Each
dumpster must sit on a concrete or asphalt pad to be at least the same
size as the dumpster. The dumpster must be placed to the rear or
141:1
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§ 141-3

COLLEGE PARK CODE

§ 141-5

side of the property, and in any case to the rear of the front building
restriction line. In cases where the dumpster is visible to the general
public, said dumpster must be enclosed by some means of screening,
such as stockade-type fence, to completely obscure it from such view
and must be located a minimum of 10 feet from any public sidewalk.
B.

No dumpster or other receptacle for the storage or transport of
construction or other debris, or for the storage of household or other
items, greater in size than three cubic yards, shall be placed on
residential property without a permit issued by the City. Permits shall
expire not later than 30 days after issuance, and shall be subject to such
further conditions as the City Manager may require. A permit may be
extended for up to an additional 60 days in any twelve-month period
by the Director of Public Services, and thereafter by the City Manager
for up to an additional 90 days in the same period upon good cause
shown. Any further extension within the same period may be authorized
only by the Mayor and City Council upon a showing of exceptional
circumstance.

§ 141-4. Deposit of refuse in public areas.
A.

It shall be unlawful for any person to deposit refuse in the streets,
alleys, lanes, sidewalks or any other public areas of the City of College
Park, except in refuse receptacles placed by the City in various
locations throughout the City or in private commercial containers
designed for the deposit and removal of refuse, except that normal
household refuse may be placed in front of single-family homes in City
refuse toters, but not more than 24 hours prior to the refuse pickup day
designated for the area in which the subject property is located.

B.

Items for special collection, such as washers, dryers, refrigerators,
etc., may be placed at the curb of residential property for pickup in
accordance with the policy established by the Department of Public
Works and approved by the City Council regarding special refuse
collection. Residents may inquire about said policy by contacting the
City Department of Public Works. [Amended 8-12-1997 by Ord. No.
97-O-8]

C.

The City shall also have the option of picking up illegally placed refuse
in advance of the next scheduled pickup date and shall charge the
owner of said premises for the cost of such pickup, and any cost shall
constitute a lien on said premises and may be collected in the same
manner and at the same time as are the property taxes.

§ 141-5. Maintenance of public sidewalks.
A.

It shall be the duty of every owner or occupant of any property within
the City of College Park to remove and clear away any accumulation
of ice, sleet or snow impeding safe pedestrian traffic from the portion
of the public sidewalk which abuts on said building or parcel of land
within 24 hours after the ceasing to fall of any such snow, sleet or ice.
141:2
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§ 141-5
B.

NUISANCES

§ 141-6

It shall be unlawful for any owner or occupant of any property to allow
or let any public sidewalk in front of or beside his/her property to
become unsightly from any form or substance that might be construed
to be detrimental to the health, safety and welfare or that might be an
impediment to the safe passage of any pedestrian.

§ 141-6. Refuse toter and recycling containers. [Amended
9-10-1991 by Ord. No. 91-O-22; 11-26-1991 by Ord. No. 91-O-23;
1-13-1998 by Ord. No. 97-O-20]
A.

It shall be the duty of every owner or occupant of each private
residence, apartment house, commercial establishment and any other
place of business or residence using refuse toters and recycling
container(s) to place for pickup the toter, recycling container(s), other
refuse, yard waste and special trash at the curb in front of the property
they occupy not more than 24 hours in advance of the scheduled
pickup. All refuse toters, recycling container(s), other refuse, yard
waste and special trash shall be stored at the rear of the property or
on the side of the house and adjacent to any part of the main structure
located thereon prior to being placed at the curb for pickup. It shall
be unlawful for any owner or occupant of any property to place a
toter, recycling container, yard waste or other refuse or special trash
in front of any property not occupied by them, or upon any street,
curb or sidewalk. Further, it shall be unlawful to place any refuse
toter, recycling container, other refuse, yard waste or special trash for
collection more than 24 hours in advance of the scheduled pickup.
All refuse toters and recycling containers shall be placed for storage
in accordance with this section prior to 12:00 midnight on the refuse
pickup day. In no event shall a refuse toter or recycling container be
placed at the curb or in the front yard for a period of more than 48
hours. [Amended 10-25-2005 by Ord. No. 05-O-11]

B.

Refuse and recycling collection service for the disabled. Upon a
showing of qualification, the City shall provide refuse and recycling
pickup service to physically disabled residents. The responsibility for
qualifying for this service shall rest with the resident. Age alone shall
not be considered sufficient reason for disabled refuse and recycling
pickup service. For purposes of this section, "refuse and recycling
pickup service" shall mean the collection of refuse and recyclables from
a clearly identifiable area by, in front of, beside of or behind the house,
in a carport or on a driveway. In order for a person to be eligible for
disabled refuse and recycling pickup service, the person must make
a request to the City Department of Public Works to provide such
service and certify that there are no members of the household who
are physically able to carry refuse and recyclables to the curb. The
person must also submit to the Department of Public Works a doctor's
certificate indicating that they are physically unable to carry the refuse
and recyclables to the curb.

141:3
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§ 141-6
C.

COLLEGE PARK CODE

§ 141-7

If the topography of a property does not permit the storage of refuse
toters and recycling containers in accordance with Subsection A hereof,
the owner or occupant shall make a request to the City Department
of Public Services to place said toters and containers for storage in
an alternate inconspicuous location. The placement of toters and
containers for storage in alternate locations shall be approved in
writing by the Director of Public Services. The owner(s) or occupant(s)
affected by the decision of the Director of Public Services shall have
the right to appeal the decision to the Advisory Planning Commission
in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 125, Housing Regulations
of the City Code, § 125-4, Appeals to Advisory Planning Commission.
[Amended 9-24-2002 by Ord. No. 02-O-3]

§ 141-7. Signs and advertisements. [Amended 9-10-1991 by Ord.
No. 91-O-22; 5-10-2011 by Ord. No. 11-O-05; 11-9-2011 by Ord. No.
11-O-13]
A.

Signs or advertisements in City rights-of-way. It shall be unlawful for
any person to post or allow to be posted in any manner in or on any
City right-of-way, public street, sidewalk, thoroughfare or other public
way or to any lamppost, public utility pole or tree in said public way,
any sign or form of advertisement without notifying and obtaining
permission from the City Public Services Department. Political signs or
other political matter may not be posted more than 45 days prior to
an election. Such material must be removed within 48 hours after the
event or election.

B.

Signs in a State of Maryland right-of-way. Except for a sign placed or
maintained by the state or with the authorization of the state, a person
may not place or maintain a sign, or direct, consent to, or approve the
placement or maintenance of a sign, within a state highway right-of-way
located within the corporate limits of the City.
(1) Without resort to legal proceedings, a sign placed or maintained in
violation of this subsection may be removed and destroyed by City
personnel.
(2) A person that places or maintains a commercial sign within the
right-of-way of a state highway in violation of this subsection is
subject to a civil penalty not exceeding $25 per commercial sign,
which, if not paid after being cited and assessed, may be recovered
by the City in a civil action in the District Court. The City may
also seek an injunction against further violations of this subsection.
For a three-month period after initiating a sign removal program,
a commercial sign violation under this Subsection B(2) may be
enforced only through issuance of a warning.
(3) The City shall enforce this Subsection B on a viewpoint and content
neutral basis.

141:4
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§ 141-7

NUISANCES

§ 141-9

(4) For the purposes of enforcing this Subsection B, the presence of
a sign within a state highway right-of-way shall be evidence that
the sign was placed or maintained at the direction of, or with
the consent and approval of, the person or the person's agent
or representative in the state whose name, business, location, or
product representation is displayed on the sign.
§ 141-8. Maintenance of adjoining rights-of-way. [Added 3-22-1988
by Ord. No. 87-O-9]
It shall be the duty of the occupant or owner in possession of property
adjoining an unimproved public right-of-way adjacent to an improved public
right-of-way, i.e., roadway or street, to ensure that grass or weeds on the
unimproved public right-of-way are cut so as to limit their height to 12
inches.
§ 141-9. Violations and penalties. [Amended 4-9-1985 by Ord. No.
85-O-4; 3-22-1988 by Ord. No. 87-O-9; 12-10-1991 by Ord. No.
91-O-24; 7-10-2001 by Ord. No. 01-O-6; 1-13-2004 by Ord. No.
03-O-12]
A.

Whenever the Code Enforcement Officer determines that there are
reasonable grounds to believe that there has been a violation of any
provision of this chapter or of any rule or regulation adopted pursuant
thereto, he/she shall give notice of such alleged violation to the person
or persons responsible therefor, as hereinafter provided. Such notice
shall:
(1) Be in writing;
(2) Include a statement of the reasons for issuance;
(3) Allow a reasonable time for compliance; and
(4) Be served upon the owner or his/her agent or the occupant, as
the case may require. Such notice shall be deemed to be properly
served if delivered personally to the owner/agent or occupant, if a
copy thereof is sent by regular mail to the last known address of
the individual, if a copy thereof is posted in a conspicuous place in
or about the dwelling affected by the notice, or if a copy thereof is
served by any other method authorized or required under the laws
of this state. [Amended 10-25-2005 by Ord. No. 05-O-11]

B.

Such notice may contain: [Amended 10-25-2005 by Ord. No.
05-O-11; 6-12-2007 by Ord. No. 07-O-12]
(1) An outline of remedial action which, if taken, will effect compliance
with the provisions of this chapter and with the rules and
regulations adopted pursuant thereto.
(2) The requirement that the violation must be fully corrected within
30 days if involving a violation of § 141-3A, within five days if
141:5

010

§ 141-9

COLLEGE PARK CODE

§ 141-9

involving a violation of § 141-3B, within 10 days if involving a
violation of § 141-8, and within 24 hours, if involving a violation
of the remainder of the chapter provisions; a statement that a
municipal infraction may be issued for each violation, and for each
successive period of noncompliance; and a statement that the
notice constitutes the only notice which the person will receive
regarding a violation of the applicable section for the twelve-month
period following the date that the notice is issued, and that a
citation may issue immediately for any repeat violation during the
period.
C.

A violation of the provisions of this chapter shall constitute a municipal
infraction and shall be subject to the fines and penalties set forth in
Chapter 110 of the College Park Code. Subsequent violations shall be
subject to a doubled fine as set forth in Chapter 110, Fees and Penalties.
[Amended 10-25-2005 by Ord. No. 05-O-11]

141:6

011

19-O-13
DRAFT ORDINANCE
OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLLEGE PARK AMENDING
CITY CODE CHAPTER 141 “NUISANCES”, BY REPEALING AND RE-ENACTING
ARTICLE §141-1, “NUISANCES OUTLINED”; ADOPTING §141-12, “DEFINITIONS”,
§141-13, “UNRULY SOCIAL GATHERING PROHIBITED, AND §141-14,
“VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES”; BY DIVIDING CHAPTER 141 INTO TWO
ARTICLES, AND BY RESERVING VARIOUS SECTIONS IN ARTICLE I; BY
REPEALING AND RE-ENACTING CHAPTER 110 “FEES AND PENALTIES”, §110-2,
“PENALTIES”; AND BY REPEALING AND RE-ENACTING CHAPTER 15 “BOARDS,
COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES”, §15-19, “POWERS AND DUTIES”, TO
CLARIFY THAT CREATING OR ALLOWING A NUISANCE IS A VIOLATION OF
THE CITY CODE, TO INCLUDE UNRULY SOCIAL GATHERINGS AS A
PROHIBITED NUISANCE, TO INSTITUTE A FINE FOR VIOLATIONS AND TO
MAKE PROVISION FOR SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF A CITY OCCUPANCY
PERMIT FOR REPEATED VIOLATIONS
WHEREAS, the Local Government Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland provides
that the Mayor and Council of the City of College Park have the authority to pass such ordinances
as it deems necessary to preserve peace and good order, and to protect the health, comfort and
convenience of the residents of the municipality; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council determined that the residents of the City have a right
to an environment that is free from nuisances that may jeopardize their health, general welfare or
property and as a result adopted Chapter 141, “Nuisance”; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that it is in the public interest to
amend Chapter 141, “Nuisance” to clarify that creating or allowing a nuisance is a violation of the
City Code, to include unruly social gatherings as a prohibited nuisance and to institute a fine for
violations, to make provision for suspension or revocation of the City occupancy permit for a
property due to repeated violations, and to make other clarifying and conforming changes.
Section 1. NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED, by the Mayor
and Council of the City of College Park, Maryland that Chapter141 “Nuisances”, Article I, §141-1,
“Nuisances outlined”, be, and is hereby, repealed, re-enacted and amended to read as follows:
____________________________________
CAPS
: Indicate matter added to existing law.
[Brackets]
: Indicate matter deleted from law.
Asterisks * * *
: Indicate matter remaining unchanged in existing law but not set forth in Ordinance.
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§ 141-1 Nuisances outlined.
Whatever is dangerous to life or health; whatever renders air, food, water or drink unwholesome
or unfit for the use of people; whatever odors or exhalations are offensive or dangerous to the
public health; and whatever accumulations of animal or vegetable matter, solid or liquid, are
dangerous or harmful to the public health or are likely to become so are hereby declared to be
nuisances within the scope and meaning of this chapter. IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR ANY
PERSON TO CREATE A NUISANCE ON PUBLIC OR PRIVATE PROPERTY, AND FOR
ANY PERSON TO ALLOW A NUISANCE TO EXIST ON ANY PROPERTY THAT THEY
OWN, OCCUPY OR CONTROL.
Section 2.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Mayor and

Council of the City of College Park, Maryland, that Chapter 141, “Nuisances”, Article I, §§141-10
and 141-11, be and hereby are reserved.
Section 3.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Mayor and

Council of the City of College Park, Maryland, that Chapter 141, “Nuisances”, be and it is hereby
divided into two Articles as follows: Article I, “General”, encompassing §§141-1 through 14111, and Article II, “Unruly Social Gatherings”, encompassing §§141-12 through 141-14.
Section 4. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED, by the Mayor and Council
of the City of College Park, Maryland, that Chapter141 “Nuisances”, Article II, §141-12,
“Definitions” be enacted to read as follows:
§ 141-12. - DEFINITIONS. IN THIS ARTICLE, THE FOLLOWING TERMS SHALL HAVE
THE MEANINGS INDICATED.
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE- AS DEFINED IN § 1-101 OF THE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
ARTICLE OF THE ANNOTATED CODE OF MARYLAND.
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE- A DRUG OR SUBSTANCE THE POSSESSION AND USE
OF WHICH IS REGULATED UNDER THE STATE CONTROLLED DANGEROUS
SUBSTANCES ACT. THE TERM DOES NOT INCLUDE ANY DRUG OR SUBSTANCE
FOR WHICH A PERSON HAS A VALID PRESCRIPTION ISSUED BY A LICENSED
MEDICAL PRACTITIONER AUTHORIZED TO ISSUE SUCH A PRESCRIPTION.
PROPERTY OWNER - ANY PERSON WHO OWNS A PROPERTY OR HAS CHARGE,
CARE OR CONTROL OF A PROPERTY AS A LEGAL OWNER
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RESIDENCE OR OTHER PRIVATE PROPERTY - A RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY,
INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION A DETACHED, ATTACHED, OR SEMIDETACHED SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING, A ROW HOME, TOWNHOME,
APARTMENT, CONDOMINIUM, OR OTHER DWELLING UNIT, OR A YARD OR
CURTILAGE OF A RESIDENCE, A HALL, MEETING ROOM, HOTEL OR MOTEL ROOM,
WHETHER OCCUPIED ON A TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT BASIS, WHETHER
OCCUPIED AS A DWELLING, PARTY OR OTHER SOCIAL FUNCTION, AND WHETHER
OWNED, LEASED, RENTED, OR USED WITH OR WITHOUT COMPENSATION,
INCLUDING CONTIGUOUS PROPERTIES, AND ANY BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES OR
OTHER IMPROVEMENTS SITUATED THEREON OR AFFIXED THERETO.
RESPONSIBLE PERSON - AN OWNER OF, OR OCCUPANT WITH A RIGHT OF
POSSESSION IN, THE RESIDENCE OR OTHER PRIVATE PROPERTY ON WHICH AN
UNRULY SOCIAL GATHERING IS CONDUCTED. A RESPONSIBLE PERSON FOR THE
UNRULY SOCIAL GATHERING NEED NOT BE PHYSICALLY PRESENT AT SUCH
GATHERING.
UNRULY SOCIAL GATHERING – A PARTY, EVENT, OR ASSEMBLAGE OF FOUR OR
MORE PERSONS AT A RESIDENCE OR OTHER PRIVATE PROPERTY WHERE:
A. ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ARE BEING FURNISHED TO, CONSUMED BY,
OR IN POSSESSION OF ANY UNDERAGE PERSON IN VIOLATION OF STATE
LAW; OR
B. BEHAVIOR OR CONDUCT IS OCCURRING THAT RESULTS IN A
SUBSTANTIAL DISTURBANCE OF THE PEACE AND QUIET ENJOYMENT OF
PRIVATE OR PUBLIC PROPERTY, WHICH MAY INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:
(1) EXCESSIVE NOISE AS PROHIBITED IN CHAPTER 138 OF THE CODE;
(2) EXCESSIVE TRAFFIC THAT IS SIGNIFICANTLY ABOVE AND
BEYOND THE NORMAL AMOUNT OF
PEDESTRIAN OR VEHICLE TRAFFIC FOR THE DAY, DATE, AND TIME
OF DAY FOR THE NEIGHBORHOOD;
(3) USE OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE BY ANY PERSON AT THE
GATHERING;
(4) OBSTRUCTION OF PUBLIC STREETS OR THE PRESENCE OF UNRULY
CROWDS THAT HAVE SPILLED ONTO PUBLIC STREETS;
(5) PUBLIC DRUNKENNESS OR UNLAWFUL CONSUMPTION OF
ALCOHOL OR ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES;
(6) ASSAULTS, BATTERIES, FIGHTS, OR OTHER DISTURBANCES OF
THE PEACE;
(7) VANDALISM OF PUBLIC OR PRIVATE PROPERTY;
(8) PUBLIC URINATION OR DEFECATION;
(9) LITTERING; OR
(10) OTHER CONDUCT WHICH CONSTITUTES A THREAT TO THE PUBLIC
SAFETY, QUIET ENJOYMENT OFRESIDENTIAL OR OTHER PRIVATE
PROPERTY, OR THE GENERAL WELFARE.
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Section 5. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED, by the Mayor and Council
of the City of College Park, Maryland, that Chapter141 “Nuisances”, Article II, §141-13, “Unruly
Social Gathering Prohibited” be enacted to read as follows:

§ 141-13. UNRULY SOCIAL GATHERING PROHIBITED.
AN UNRULY SOCIAL GATHERING IS DECLARED A NUISANCE FOR PURPOSES OF
THIS CHAPTER. IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR A PROPERTY OWNER OR ANY
RESPONSIBLE PERSON TO CONDUCT, CAUSE, AID, ALLOW, PERMIT, OR
CONDONE AN UNRULY SOCIAL GATHERING AT A RESIDENCE OR OTHER
PRIVATE PROPERTY.
Section 6. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED, by the Mayor and Council
of the City of College Park, Maryland, that Chapter141 “Nuisances”, Article II, §141-14,
“Violations and penalties” be enacted to read as follows:
§ 141-14. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES
A VIOLATION OF §141-13 IS SUBJECT TO A MUNICIPAL INFRACTION WITH A
PENALTY AS PROVIDED IN CHAPTER 110 OF THE CODE AND IS A SEPARATE
OFFENSE FROM ANY OTHER VIOLATIONS OF LAW OR OFFENSES THAT OCCUR
DURING AN UNRULY SOCIAL GATHERING. A CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR
PEACE OFFICER WHO DETERMINES THAT AN UNRULY SOCIAL GATHERING
EXISTS IN VIOLATION OF §141-13 MAY ISSUE A MUNICIPAL INFRACTION FOR
THE VIOLATION TO ALL IDENTIFIED RESPONSIBLE PERSONS. FOR A FIRST
OFFENCE WITHIN ANY 24- MONTH PERIOD, AN OWNER WILL BE ISSUED A
WARNING. FOR A SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT OFFENSE IN A 24-MONTH PERIOD,
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THE OWNER IS SUBJECT TO A MUNICIPAL INFRACTION. FOR A THIRD OFFENSE
IN A 24-MONTH PERIOD, THE OWNER IS ALSO SUBJECT TO SUSPENSION OR
REVOCATION OF ANY RENTAL LICENSE FOR THE RESIDENCE OR OTHER
PRIVATE PROPERTY.
IN ADDITION, THE PUBLIC SERVICES DIRECTOR MAY SCHEDULE A SHOW-CAUSE
HEARING BEFORE THE COLLEGE PARK ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION AS
TO WHY THE CITY OCCUPANCY PERMIT FOR THE PROPERTY SHOULD NOT BE
SUSPENDED FOR ONE OR MORE YEARS FOR THREE OR MORE VIOLATIONS OF
THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE WITHIN ANY TWENTY-FOUR MONTH PERIOD.

Section 7. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED, by the Mayor and Council of the
City of College Park, Maryland, that Chapter 110 “Fees and Penalties”, §110-2, “Penalties” be and is

hereby repealed and reenacted with amendments to read as follows:
§110-2 Penalties.
Unless otherwise noted herein, the violation of a City ordinance or resolution is a municipal
infraction. The following fines and/or imprisonment for violations of various ordinances or
resolutions are applicable in the City of College Park:
Chapter/Section

Violation
*

Ch. 141 Nuisances
Article II
§141--3

*

*

Penalty
*

IN ANY 24- MONTH PERIOD:
INITIAL VIOLATION
RESPONSIBLE PERSON
OWNER

$500
WARNING

SECOND VIOLATION
RESPONSIBLE PERSON
OWNER

$1,000
$500

5
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THIRD AND SUBSEQUENT
VIOLATIONS
RESPONSIBLE PARTY
OWNER

*

*

*

$1,000
$1,000 AND
SUSPENSION
OR REVOCATION
OF THE RENTAL
LICENSE FOR
THE PROPERTY

*

Section 8. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED, by the Mayor and Council of the
City of College Park, Maryland, that Chapter 15 “Boards, Commissions and Committees”, §15-19,

“Powers and duties” be and is hereby repealed and reenacted with amendments to read as follows:
§ 15-19 Powers and duties.
The Advisory Planning Commission's duties are as follows:
A. - E. *

*

*

*

F. To hear appeals and perform such other functions enumerated in § 125-4 of Chapter 125 of the
College Park Code, entitled "Housing Regulations," § 87-19 of Chapter 87 of the College Park
Code, entitled "Building Construction," § 157-6 of Chapter 157 of the College Park Code,
entitled "Property Maintenance," §141-14 OF CHAPTER 141, ENTITLED “NUISANCES” and
as otherwise directed by the Council.
Section 9. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Mayor and Council
of the City of College Park that, upon formal introduction of this proposed Ordinance, which shall
be by way of a motion duly seconded and without any further vote, the City Clerk shall distribute a
copy to each Council member and shall maintain a reasonable number of copies in the office of the
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City Clerk and shall post at City Hall, to the official City website, to the City-maintained e-mail
LISTSERV, and on the City cable channel, and if time permits, in any City newsletter, the
proposed ordinance or a fair summary thereof together with a notice setting out the time and
place for a public hearing thereon and for its consideration by the Council.
The public hearing, hereby set for _____ P.M. on the ________ day of _________________, 2019,
shall follow the publication by at least seven (7) days, may be held separately or in connection with
a regular or special Council meeting and may be adjourned from time to time. All persons
interested shall have an opportunity to be heard.
After the hearing, the Council may adopt the proposed ordinance with or without amendments or
reject it. This Ordinance shall become effective on ______________________, 2019 provided that,
as soon as practicable after adoption, the City Clerk shall post a fair summary of the Ordinance and
notice of its adoption at City Hall, to the official City website, to the City-maintained e-mail
LISTSERV, on the City cable channel, and in any City newsletter.
If any section, subsection, provision, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this Ordinance is
for any reason held to be illegal or otherwise invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction,
such invalidity shall be severable, and shall not affect or impair any remaining section,
subsection, provision, sentence, clause, phrase or word included within this Ordinance, it
being the intent of the City that the remainder of the Ordinance shall be and shall remain in
full force and effect, valid and enforceable.
In accordance with Title 3 of the Environment Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, the City shall send to the Maryland Department of the Environment a copy of
this Ordinance as adopted.
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INTRODUCED by the Mayor and Council of the City of College Park, Maryland at a
regular meeting on the _____ day of _________ 2019.
ADOPTED by the Mayor and Council of the City of College Park, Maryland at a regular
meeting on the _____ day of ___________________ 2019.
EFFECTIVE the ____ day of ________________________, 2019.

ATTEST:

CITY OF COLLEGE PARK

____________________________
Janeen S. Miller, CMC, City Clerk

______________________________
Patrick L. Wojahn, Mayor

APPROVED AS TO FORM
AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY:

______________________________
Suellen M. Ferguson, City Attorney
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Towson residents, police welcome
widening of law limiting rowdy parties
By MARGARITA CAMBEST
TOWSON TIMES | NOV 28, 2017 | 6:00 AM

County Councilman David Marks has played a lead role in passing and
expanding a law to limit rowdy college parties in Towson neighborhoods.
(Towson Times file)
The residents of communities affected by a Baltimore County law aimed at
curbing disruptive, off-campus parties in Towson neighborhoods, mainly near
Towson University, welcomed the County Council’s recent vote to widen the
ordinance’s reach, as well as to extend the law to 2022.
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The council voted unanimously earlier this month to extend the law — which
is known as the Social Host-Unruly Social Gatherings ordinance — another
four years and expand it to include all of Towson.
“The law is having the desired effect, and the neighborhoods that were in the
original boundaries are pleased in having fewer loud or disruptive parties near
their homes,” said Paul Hartman, a founding member of the Greater Towson
Council of Community Association's University Relations Committee. The
committee of the umbrella civic group focuses primarily on issues related to
Towson University’s enrollment growth.
The number of overly rowdy parties has dropped dramatically in the
neighborhoods closest to campus, Hartman said.
Data gathered by the committee shows that off-campus disorderly complaints
from Towson neighbors to Towson University decreased from 22 during the
2015-16 school year to nine in 2016-17.
“With any issue you’re probably not going to solve it with one magic law,”
Hartman said. “Social host didn’t stop every single party, but it has reduced it
significantly.”
The Baltimore County Council passed the social host ordinance in January
2016 to hold problem landlords and renters accountable through their
pocketbooks in seven neighborhoods near Towson University, east of York
Road. It expanded to six additional Towson neighborhoods in February at the
request of the community associations.
The law, which also applies to an area near the University of Maryland,
Baltimore County, in Catonsville, allows police to cite gatherings of four or
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more people or behavior that causes “substantial disturbance of the peace and
quiet enjoyment of private or public property.”
First-time offenders face a $500 fine and 20 hours of community service while
the landlord of the residence in which the gathering took place can receive a
written warning. Repeat offenders face up to $1,000 in fines and 48 hours of
community service, while their landlords can eventually face similar fines and
the loss of their rental licenses.
The two-year pilot, which was introduced by County Councilman David
Marks, was set to expire in January.
On Nov. 20 the County Council voted to extend the ordinance’s expiration
date to 2022 and expand its reach to all areas encompassed by the Baltimore
County Police Department’s Precinct 6, which includes, and is based in,
Towson.
Baltimore County spokeswoman Ellen Kobler said County Executive Kevin
Kamenetz plans to sign the ordinance in time for it to go into effect Dec. 4.
“I regard the social host legislation as one of the most important initiatives
this council has passed,” Marks, a Republican who represents Towson, said in
a Nov, 27 email. “I am very pleased with the bipartisan, unanimous support
from my colleagues, who recognize that this is not just a public safety issue—
it's a property rights issue, since unruly disturbances erode neighborhoods
over time.”
Marks said the latest change in the law’s boundaries was made in response to
requests from neighborhoods that wanted to be included as those covered
under the ordinance, including Gaywood, near Rodgers Forge, and Campus
Hills, near Goucher College.

022

Though Campus Hills does not have many student rentals, residents of the
neighborhood just south of the Baltimore Beltway wanted to expand the
ordinance’s reach to avoid confusion, according to Wesley Wood, of Campus
Hills.
“I’m encouraged to hear that it’s been working well and may have decreased
complaints about noise and littering at individual homes, and specifically
rental homes,” Wood said. “It was an ordeal to get the information out and get
it working, but I think it can only get better by spreading it throughout the
precinct.”
The change in boundaries also makes enforcement of the ordinance more
manageable for county police, Marks said.
Police welcome the law’s expansion because it makes it easier for officers to
know if they are in an area covered under the ordinance, said Baltimore
County Police Precinct 6 commander Capt. Jan Brown.
The expansion is also necessary because, as Towson University continues to
grow, students are no longer living just in the areas immediately next to
campus, Brown said in a Nov. 27 email.
“Students are moving to other neighborhoods in our area that traditionally did
not have any students and the ensuing parties and issues follow,” Brown
added.
Baltimore Sun reporter Alison Knezevich contributed to this story.
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'Unruly-gatherings' law curbs wild
parties in Towson
By JONATHAN PITTS
THE BALTIMORE SUN | OCT 16, 2016 | 8:47 PM

Baltimore County's Social Host–Unruly Social Gatherings ordinance, enacted
by the County Council in January, applies to any gathering of four or more
people in a home near Towson University or the University of Maryland
Baltimore County that features "conduct that disturbs the peace."
Towson University senior Justin Patrylow had just moved into a rental house
near campus last month when he invited a few friends over for a barbecue.
They were playing music "a bit louder than we usually do," Patrylow says. But
because it was a Friday afternoon, he figured no one would mind.
He was wrong. Patrylow, a 21-year-old senior from Allentown, N.J., was hit
with a $500 fine and the prospect of 20 hours' community service.
That's the penalty for violating a new Baltimore County ordinance aimed at
curtailing the raucous off-campus parties Towson residents have been
complaining about for years.
Enacted by the County Council in January, the Social Host–Unruly Social
Gatherings ordinance applies to any gathering of four or more people in a
home near Towson University or the University of Maryland Baltimore County
that features "conduct that disturbs the peace."
The ordinance, modeled after similar rules passed in recent years in Ventura
County, Calif., Minneapolis and elsewhere, carries a provision new to
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Baltimore County: It isn't only party-throwing tenants who are liable for fines
and other penalties; their landlords are also on the hook.
On a first violation, landlords receive a written warning. On a second, they're
hit with an automatic fine of $500.
If the revelry persists, they risk the loss of their rental license.
Seven weeks into the fall semester at Towson, neighbors say the approach is
yielding results.
"Things have quieted down a lot," says Christian Estes, a Burkleigh Square
homeowner. "There have been several factors. The university has been great in
working with us. So has the Towson precinct. But word has gotten around
about the ordinance.
The ordinance, introduced as a two-year pilot, applies to two geographical
areas in the county: a clearly defined six-neighborhood zone just east of
Towson University that includes about 1,200 homes, and a similarly sized area
near the University of Maryland-Baltimore County.
The area adjacent to UMBC has reported no activity under the policy, and the
sample size in Towson is still modest. But school officials, neighbors and
police agree the ordinance seems to be having an impact.
University officials who received 36 complaint calls from the public about loud
parties during the first two months of the 2015-2016 school year have received
only nine this year — a decline of 75 percent.
County police say officers have issued 16 citations to Towson University
students.
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Capt. Jay Landsman, Jr., commander of the Towson Precinct, says they've had
just one instance of a second complaint on an address — a sign, he says, that
the message is sinking in.
Estes, who volunteers with a citizen patrol group, says the problem is far from
solved, but the change to the environment has been palpable.
"The students don't want to be fined," he said. "They don't want to be
compelled to pick up trash. And I hear their landlords are talking to them. The
social host ordinance has played a major part."
Town-gown tensions over loud parties have been roiling Towson since the
1980s.
The decades since have seen enrollment at the university more than double to
more than 22,000.
Neighbors have complained for years that the school failed to expand oncampus housing at the same rate, or to monitor students' off-campus
behavior.
A boom in the housing market prompted some to sell single-family homes to
investors interested in renting to groups of students.
Towson students spilled into the community by the thousands. The noise,
traffic and parties have rankled neighbors, particularly families with children.
Paul Hartman, who moved into the Aigburth Manor neighborhood in 1988,
says the problem grew steadily worse over the first 20 years. It began to
improve a decade ago, he says, when "the university started taking it
seriously."
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The school established a policy governing off-campus behavior, and
inaugurated a university relations committee.
The committee, which includes school administrators, students, members of
neighboring community associations, police officers and elected officials,
meets monthly to share information and propose new policies.
Neighbors can now call a campus hotline, 410-704-LIFE, to report unruly
parties. The school follows up by sending officials and campus police to meet
with tenants. The university can impose fines of $250 and up and other
discipline.
Jana Harwig, the university's vice president of student affairs, says the school
has boosted educational and outreach efforts, including campaigns to
distribute fliers, an annual apartment fair, and the appointment of student
ambassadors who work in the community.
Last year, though, Hartman, a member of the committee and a vice president
of the Greater Towson Council of Community Associations, went a step
further.
He began working with representatives of the The Maryland Collaborative, an
initiative of the state health department and the Johns Hopkins University
Bloomberg School of Public Health.
The program focuses on reducing underage drinking and the problems it
causes, specifically at 13 Maryland colleges and universities, including Towson
and UMBC.
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Hartman's research with the group introduced him to social host ordinances
passed in several communities around the country, starting with the one that
became law in Ventura County nine years ago.
Each was tailored to its own jurisdiction, he says, but they all framed unruly
gatherings as a civil matter, not a criminal one.
That meant that police officers in those areas generally had lower hurdles to
jump before they could issue citations.
It also got cases into the court system faster, and members of the public could
see tangible results — all without giving the offender a criminal record.
"We don't want to ruin anyone's lives over this," says Baltimore County State's
Attorney Scott D. Shellenberger, a supporter of the law. "We just want to get a
handle on the problem."
Hartman worked with Baltimore County Councilman David Marks, a
Republican who represents Towson, to craft a local version, one that included
the provisions for disciplining landlords.
"That was the one piece of the puzzle I saw as missing," Hartman says.
Backers say the bill wouldn't work if authorities didn't take it seriously. They
say police and prosecutors have been doing just that.
Landsman directs officers to issue citations, not warnings. Shellenberger's
office has prosecuted every referred case. Judges have issued fines,
community service, or both in each instance.
No one pretends the problems of binge drinking or partying-related crime are
solved.
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"The sample size is small, but the results are definitely encouraging," Hartman
says. "Let's see how things look at the end of the year."
According to Shellenberger, word of the punishments seems to be getting
around, and that has helped. It has certainly reached Patrylow.
The Towson senior says he considers the ordinance too stringent for college
students, and he wishes the public were more flexible. He plans to fight the
citation in court.
But that doesn't mean the experience hasn't changed him.
He and his friends have thrown no more parties, he says, and have no plans to
do so.
"It's a thousand-dollar fine for a second offense," Patrylrow says. "We're trying
to lay low."
jonathan.pitts@baltsun.com
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With fall semester near, Towson
University's neighbors say ordinance
continues to curb unruly student
gatherings
By MARGARITA CAMBEST
TOWSON TIMES |
AUG 21, 2017 | 6:00 AM

Joe La Bella, president of the Towson Manor Village Inc. community
association, talks about Baltimore County's social host ordinance, near
Towson Manor Park. Residents say the ordinance has improved community
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relations with the college and helped reduce complaints about loud, offcampus parties held by students. (Margarita Cambest/ BSMG)
As Towson University students prepare to head back to campus this week,
university officials say complaints of loud, unruly gatherings near the campus
are down by as much as 50 percent in some neighborhoods since the
Baltimore County Council passed an ordinance to deter problem behavior.
After numerous neighborhood complaints of public urination, property
damage and excessive noise in residential neighborhoods, the council passed
the Social Host–Unruly Social Gatherings ordinance in January 2016 to target
problem landlords and renters through their pocketbooks.
The two-year pilot, which was introduced by County Councilman David
Marks, will expire in January.
With a full school year having passed since the enactment of the ordinance,
neighbors, Towson University officials and county police officials say it is
working to curb problem behavior.
Marks said he will seek reauthorization of the legislation.
"I think it's having the effect we wanted and it's had, more than anything, a
deterrent effect," said Marks, a Republican who represents Towson. "Renters
understand there are consequences."
Under the ordinance, which also affects neighborhoods near the University of
Maryland Baltimore County, in Catonsville, gatherings of four or more people
can be cited for behavior that disturbs the peace, with first-time offenders
facing a $500 fine and 20 hours of community service while the landlord of
the residence in which the gathering took place can receive a written warning.
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Repeat offenders face up to $1,000 in fines and 48 hours of community
service, while their landlords can eventually face similar fines and the loss of
their rental licenses.
"The social host ordinance seems to have helped cut down on even those first
complaints because students realize there's not only repercussions at the
university but maybe also a civil fine," said Paul Hartman, vice president of
the Aigburth Manor community association. "I think it's been very helpful. "
As a founding member of the Greater Towson Council of Community
Associations' university relations committee, Hartman helped to develop the
ordinance. The umbrella civic group represents about 30 neighborhoods in
Towson.
"I was hesitant to declare it was working well last year, but I think we've had
enough semesters pass that the trend is definitely in the right direction,"
Hartman said. "It's going the right way."
Few repeat offenders
Officials launched the pilot in seven neighborhoods near Towson University,
east of York Road, and near UMBC. It expanded to six additional Towson
neighborhoods in February at the request of the community associations.
Data from Towson University shows that off-campus disorderly complaints
from Towson neighbors to the school dropped from 50 to 25 between the
school years 2015-2016 and 2016-2017.
"We have not had very many repeat offenders," Hartman said of Aigburth
Manor, which saw complaints stay the same — one in either school year.
Burkleigh Square Community Association president Greg Bauer said his
neighborhood is immediately adjacent to Towson University. As such, it has
the highest population of student rentals and the most complaints.
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Bauer recalls a house party that occurred in the neighborhood, before the
ordinance went into effect, that became so out of control an inebriated student
fell onto a decorative fence on his home and crushed it beyond repair.
"It certainly has been effective," Bauer said of the ordinance. "We can tell that
there have been far fewer parties."
Burkleigh Square has seen complaints to the school decease from 19 to 10,
according to university data.
In Towson Manor Village, complaints to the college decreased from 11 in 20152016 to seven in the past school year. The parties used to happen monthly,
village association president Joe La Bellahe said, adding that, since the
ordinance went into effect, the neighborhood hasn't seen anything as severe.
"It's gone fairly well," La Bella said. "We haven't had these big ragers that
we've had in the past."
One of several tools
The ordinance is one of many tools Towson University has used to curb
neighborhood complaints and improve community relations, said Jana
Varwig, Towson University's associate vice president for student affairs.
"It's designed to be an educational experience, but one of the parts that I like
is the fact that there is the potential for a fine for the landlord," Varwig said of
the ordinance. "It brings the landlords to the table in a way it has not
happened in the past."
The university added neighborhood alerts to its notification system many
years ago, allowing neighbors to be notified by email in advance of fireworks
shows, emergency drills, sirens or other events. A representative from the
university president's office updates the community at the Greater Towson
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Council of Community Associations meetings. Those updates are posted to the
college's website.
Towson University's off-campus disruptive and disorderly neighborhood
policy, which can have administrative consequences, was put into place 11
years ago. The university also provided money for county police to hire two
additional officers at times when students might be walking into the
neighborhoods late at night.
More recently, the university has increased marketing and outreach, handing
out postcards to off-campus students to promote neighborly behavior. They've
also hired a coordinator of community outreach, who works with students off
campus and those who may be getting ready to move out of on-campus
residence halls.
Last year, the university added a shuttle to take students from downtown
Towson to nearby student apartments, University Village and Donnybrook
Apartments.
"We're trying to address noise and, less so, house parties these days," Varwig
said. "Though that was the original purpose, now it's a way to address late
night noise, disturbances and disruptive behavior of any kind in the
neighborhood. "
County police say they have issued about 30 citations for social host violations
since the legislation was passed. In addition to having a deterrent effect, the
ordinance seems to be having an additional positive outcome, said Capt. Jay
Landsman, commander of Towson's Precinct 6.
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Along with the underage drinking that happens at off-campus college parties
comes an increased risk of assault, robbery and fights, Landsman said.
"From our view, it's a way for us to address the ... big house parties where you
have over-consumption," Landsman said. "The concern for us is [the parties
create] an environment for other kinds of victimizations — fights, assaults,
robberies."
"This will be the second full school year with it in place, so we're anxious to see
how the off-campus communities react to that," Landsman said.
Former Towson University Student Government Association member Patrick
Mascio, a rising senior, said the ordinance initially rattled some students who
believed the college was unfairly targeted.
If out-of-control gatherings really were a problem for some neighborhoods,
the ordinance makes sense, said Mascio, who lives off-campus.
Students "were mad when it was happening, but nothing changed," Mascio
said of the students' ability to host small gatherings.
Baltimore Sun reporter Jonathan M. Pitts contributed to this story.
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February 14, 2017

Re: SUPPORT FOR Bill Number 2-17: Social Host- Unruly Social Gatherings- Pilot
Dear Council-members Marks, Bevins, & Kach:
On behalf of the Greater Baltimore Board of Realtors ("GBBR"), we appreciate you introducing this
bill and Support passage of Bill No. 2-17: Social Host- Unruly Social Gatherings- Pilot Program Area.
GBBR has always prided itself in advocating on behalf of property owners rights. We believe this bill
will strengthen Baltimore County and what GBBR strives for. The Greater Baltimore Board of Realtors
fully supports the passage of this bill.

Sincerely,

~~

/ k '7Ptaut, Esq.
Law Offices of Frank D. Boston, lll

1954 Greenspring Drive · Suite I 00

(41 0) 337-7200

Timonium, MD 21093

(41 0) 337-2138 fax

Connect with us online at
www.GBBR.org
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Baltimore County
Unruly Social
Gathering
Ordinance
New law brings $500 fine,
community service
requirements
Baltimore County Council passed a new law in January 2016 to provide neighborhoods with a more effective
tool to address the problems emanating from loud and unruly house parties. Under the new law, police can
write a civil citation on the spot, similar to a speeding ticket, to the property owners, property managers,
management company, occupants and/or tenants when a loud and unruly party takes place. The law is a twoyear pilot program impacting three areas in Baltimore County. Visit
http://www.gtcca.org/resources/shoreference/ to see maps of designated areas.
A loud and unruly party is a gathering of four or more people at a residence or other private property where:
• Alcohol is illegally furnished to anyone under 21 or someone under 21 is illegally consuming
or possessing alcohol; or
• Conduct is disturbing the peace:
o Excessive noise;
o Excessive traffic (pedestrian or vehicle) that is above and
beyond the norm;
o Obstruction of public rights-of-way by unruly crowds;
o Public drunkenness;
o Assaults, batteries, fights or other disorderly conduct;
o Vandalism;
o Public urination;
o Littering; or
o Any other conduct that threatens the health, safety, quiet
enjoyment or general welfare.
Persons Responsible
• Under this law, a “responsible person” for a loud and unruly gathering means a person with a right of
possession in the residence, the person who organizes or supervises the gathering, or any other person
who accepts responsibility for the gathering. “Persons responsible” for a loud and unruly party remain
liable for violating the ordinance even if they were not present during the event.
• If the person responsible for an unruly event is under 18, they and their parents or legal guardians are
jointly and severally liable for the civil penalties imposed by the ordinance.
Penalties for Responsible Persons (not including Property Owners)
1st offense: $500 fine + 20 hours community service
2nd offense*: $1,000 fine + 32 hours of community service
3rd or subsequent offenses*: $1,000 fine + 48 hours community service
*24 month look back period to enhance penalty

Penalties for Property Owners
1st offense: Written warning
2nd offense*: $500 fine
3rd or subsequent offenses*: $1,000 + potential suspension or revocation of rental license
*24 month look back period to enhance penalty

Defense for Owners
Property owners or operators can defend themselves from any fine if:
1. They did not authorize, know about, or participate in the event, and they prove:
a. They have evicted the tenant(s), or
b. They filed court proceedings to evict the tenant(s).
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Ord. 19-O-09,
Amendments to
Chapter 138,
Noise
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CITY OF COLLEGE PARK, MARYLAND
COUNCIL WORKSESSION

Prepared By:

R. W. Ryan, Public Services Director

Presented By: R.W. Ryan,
Public Services Director and
Suellen Ferguson, City Attorney

Meeting Date: 09/03/2019
Consent Agenda: No

Originating Department:

Public Services

Issue Before Council:

Review of Ordinance 19-O-09 to amend City Code Chapter 138, Noise.

Strategic Plan Goal:

# 6: Excellent Services.

Background/Justification:
Over the past year Mayor and Council have discussed regulations in other jurisdictions used to control noise
in their communities, and City resident feedback regarding community noise. The attached draft ordinance
would make the following changes to Chapter 138.
A. Definitions Day/Night: Amend the definitions in sub-section 138-2 as follows:
1. DAY- The period between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday; and, 8:00 a.m.
and 8:00 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.
2. NIGHT-The period between 8:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on Monday through Friday; and, 8:00 p.m.
and 8:00 a.m. on Saturday and Sunday.
3. Include a definition of creating a noise disturbance and make it a violation.
B. Exemptions from the Noise Ordinance are already set out in the Code of Maryland Regulations
(COMAR). The applicable State exemptions that the City wishes to retain have been reflected in
Chapter 138 for clarity, with some additional restrictions.
In addition, various conforming changes have been made. Some provisions have been clarified.
Community nuisances other than noise is presented separately as a possible amendment to City Code
Chapter 141 Nuisances.
Fiscal Impact:
Will be determined by future enforcement actions.
Council Options:
#1: Approve amendments to Chapter 138 Noise as presented in the attached draft.
#2. Make other changes to Chapter 138.
#3: Take no action.
Staff Recommendation:
Option #1
Attachments:
1. City Code Chapter 138
2. Draft Ordinance to amend Chapter 138
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Chapter 138
NOISE
GENERAL REFERENCES
Dogs and other animals — See Ch. 102.

Nuisances — See Ch. 141.

Fees and penalties — See Ch. 110.

Peace and good order — See Ch. 148.

§ 138-1. Statement of findings.
The City Council finds that the people of this city have a right to an
environment that is free from noise that may jeopardize their health,
general welfare or property and that there is a substantial body of
knowledge on the adverse effects of excessive noise on the public health,
general welfare and property.
§ 138-2. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings
indicated:
ANSI — The American National Standards Institute or its successor bodies.
BOARD — The Noise Control Board of the City of College Park, Maryland.
DAY — The period between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.
dBA — The abbreviation for the sound level in decibels determined by the
A-weighting network of a sound-level meter or by calculation from octave
band or 1/3 octave band.
dBC — The abbreviation for the sound level in decibels determined by
the C-weighting network of a sound level meter meeting the standards set
forth in ANSI S1.4-1983 or its successors.[Added 8-14-2007 by Ord. No.
07-O-16]
DECIBEL (DB) — A unit of measure, on a logarithmic scale, or the ratio
of a particular sound pressure squared to a standard reference pressure
squared. For the purpose of this chapter, 20 micropascals shall be the
standard reference pressure.
DIRECTOR — The Director of the Department of Public Services of the City
of College Park.
EXTRANEOUS SOUND — A sound which is relatively intense, intermittent
and of short duration and is neither part of the neighborhood residual sound
nor the sound source under investigation. [Added 8-14-2007 by Ord. No.
07-O-16]
NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDUAL SOUND LEVEL — The measured value which
represents the sum of the sound from all discrete sources affecting a
given site at a given time, exclusive of extraneous sounds, and those from
138:1

040

§ 138-2

COLLEGE PARK CODE

§ 138-3

the source under investigation. "Neighborhood residual sound level" is
synonymous with "background sound level."[Added 8-14-2007 by Ord.
No. 07-O-16]
NIGHT — The period between 8:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.
NOISE — The intensity, frequency, duration and character of sound,
including sound and vibration of subaudible frequencies.
SOUND AMPLIFIER — Any radio receiving set, microphone, musical
instrument, phonograph, speaker(s) or other machine or device for the
producing or reproducing of sound.
SOUND LEVEL — The measured level in decibels which represents the
summation of the sounds from the sound source under investigation and the
neighborhood residual sounds which affect a given place at a given time,
exclusive of extraneous sound sources. In decibels, the weighted soundpressure level measured by the use of a sound-level meter satisfying the
requirements of ANSI SI.4, 1971, Specifications for Sound-Level Meters.
"Sound level" and "noise level" are synonymous.[Amended 8-14-2007 by
Ord. No. 07-O-16]
SOUND-LEVEL METER — An instrument meeting ANSI SI.4, 1971,
Specifications for Sound-Level Meters, comprising a microphone, an
amplifier, an output meter and a frequency-weighting network or networks
that is used for the measurement of sound-pressure levels in a specified
manner.
SOUND PRESSURE — Minute fluctuations in atmospheric pressure which
accompany the passage of a sound wave.
SOUND-PRESSURE LEVEL — In decibels, 20 times the logarithm to the
base 10 of the ratio of sound pressure to the reference sound pressure of
20 micropascals (20 micronewtons per square meter). In the absence of any
modifier, the level is to be that of a root mean square pressure.
§ 138-3. Noise Control Board.
A.

Creation and membership.
(1) There is hereby created a Noise Control Board to assist and advise
the City in its noise control efforts; to coordinate the exchange of
noise control information with the Maryland Department of Health
and Mental Hygiene and other public bodies, agencies or
commissions; to hold hearings and make findings; and to
promulgate rules to implement this chapter.
(2) The Noise Control Board shall consist of five members, four of
whom shall be appointed by the Council members, one from each
of the four election districts, and one of whom shall be appointed
by the Mayor.
(3) In addition to the foregoing membership, there shall be two
alternate members appointed at large by the City Council who
138:2

041

§ 138-3

NOISE

§ 138-5

may attend all Noise Control Board meetings. In the absence of
any regular member of the Noise Control Board, the Chairperson
may designate one of the alternate members to participate in the
hearing of and decision on any matter coming before the Noise
Control Board. In the absence of two or more regular members of
the Noise Control Board, the Chairperson shall designate one or
both of the alternate members to participate in the hearing of and
decision on any matter coming before the Noise Control Board.
B.

A quorum of the Noise Control Board shall consist of three members.

C.

Members of the Noise Control Board shall be appointed to terms of four
years.

D.

The members of the Noise Control Board shall select from among
themselves a Chairperson.

§ 138-4. Effect on state standards; notification of state.
A.

Nothing herein shall be construed as promulgating a standard less
stringent than the environmental noise standards and sound-level limits
adopted under Title 3 of the Environment Article of the Annotated Code
of Maryland, as amended from time to time.

B.

In accordance with Title 3 of the Environment Article of the Annotated
Code of Maryland, the City shall send to the Maryland Department
of the Environment a copy of each noise control ordinance, rule or
regulation that it adopts and identify on each Zoning Map,
Comprehensive Plan or other appropriate document the sound-level
limits that are adopted.

§ 138-5. Prohibited acts. [Amended 8-14-2007 by Ord. No. 07-O-16]
A.

Unless it is for the purpose of necessary property maintenance during
the day, it shall be unlawful:
(1) For any owner or occupant of real property located within the City
to make or to generate loud or raucous sound on said property,
or to permit any loud or raucous sound to be made or generated
on said property, so as to cause unreasonable annoyance or
disturbance to others living or located nearby;
(2) For the owner or occupant of real property located within the City
to make any noise or operate any sound amplifier on said property,
or to permit any noise to be made or any sound amplifier to be
operated on said property, so as to be clearly audible to any person
located beyond the property line of such property at a level higher
than 65 dBA during the day or 55 dBA during the night, as such
sound may be measured from any point along the curb in front of
the property line upon which the noise is being generated or at
any place on adjacent property, provided that the person measuring
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the sound shall first obtain the permission of the adjacent property
owner to enter upon said property; and
(3) For any person to cause, suffer, allow or permit the operation of
an amplified source of sound in such a manner that it raises the
total sound levels to greater than the following permissible sound
level limits, when measured from within a building on an adjacent
property. [Amended 7-12-2016 by Ord. No. 16-O-04]
(a) dBC above neighborhood residual sound level.
[1] Nights: three dBC.
[2] All other times: six dBC.
(4) For the owner or occupant of real property located within the City
to permit guests or invitees to such property to make noise on
adjacent property, whether public or private, where that noise, if
made or generated on the property itself, would violate Subsection
A(1), (2), or (3) of this section.
B.

It shall be unlawful for the nonresident owner of a property to permit
the occupants of such property to violate the provisions of Subsection
A of this section. The owner shall not be deemed to have violated this
subsection unless the owner, or owner’s agent: [Amended 7-12-2016
by Ord. No. 16-O-04]
(1) Has received notice from any source, that a current or prior
occupant of such property has, or is alleged to have, previously
engaged in conduct that violates this section regardless of whether
a finding of a violation by the Noise Control Board or by a court of
competent jurisdiction was made; or
(2) Has failed to take action reasonably calculated under the
circumstances to prevent a violation of this section from occurring
or recurring.

C.

A violation of this section shall be a municipal infraction, subject to the
fine imposed by Chapter 110, Fees and Penalties.

D.

Each repeat violation within a twelve-month period shall give rise to
a charge as set forth in Chapter 110, Fees and Penalties. [Amended
7-12-2016 by Ord. No. 16-O-04]

§ 138-6. Violations and penalties. [Amended 2-22-2000 by Ord. No.
00-O-2; 8-14-2007 by Ord. No. 07-O-16]
A.

Code Enforcement or Law Enforcement Officer. When a City Code
Enforcement Officer, or a state, county, University of Maryland or other
law enforcement officer chosen by the City, determines, based upon
the results of a test conducted using a calibrated sound-level meter,
that noise is being or has been generated in violation of § 138-5A(2)
or (3) of this chapter, he/she shall issue a municipal infraction citation
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to the violator(s) in accordance with the provisions of § 6-103 of the
Local Government Article, of the Annotated Code of Maryland. In the
event that more than one owner and/or more than one occupant of the
real property is alleged to have violated the provisions of this chapter,
a municipal infraction citation may be issued to each alleged violator.
[Amended 7-12-2016 by Ord. No. 16-O-04]
B.

Noise Control Board.
(1) When two or more City residents submit written complaints that
noise is being or has been generated in violation of § 138-5A(1)
or 138-5A(4) of this chapter, which complaints shall be delivered
to the City Clerk, or postmarked, within 15 days of the alleged
violation, the Director shall:
(a) Schedule a hearing before the Noise Control Board within 30
days of receipt of complaints referred to in this section; and
(b) Give notice of the alleged violation to the owner and the
occupant(s) of the property upon which such violation has
allegedly occurred.
(2) When a violation of § 138-5 of this chapter has been alleged in
accordance with the provisions of Subsection B of this section, the
Noise Control Board shall conduct a hearing for the purpose of
determining whether such violation has occurred.
(3) When the Noise Control Board determines, in accordance with the
provisions of § 138-8 of this chapter, that a violation of § 138-5 has
occurred, the Director shall notify the violator of the determination
of the Noise Control Board that a violation has occurred and shall
cause a municipal infraction citation to be issued to the violator, in
accordance with the provisions of Article 23A, § 3, of the Annotated
Code of Maryland.

C.

(Reserved)

D.

The City may seek court action to abate any noise nuisance in lieu of
or in addition to any other enforcement remedies that may be available
pursuant to this chapter.

E.

In addition, the Public Services Director shall schedule a show-cause
hearing before the College Park Advisory Planning Commission as to
why the City occupancy permit for the property should not be revoked
for three or more violations of the provisions of this chapter within any
twelve-month period, and may otherwise request such a hearing for
violations of this chapter at his/her discretion. [Amended 7-12-2016
by Ord. No. 16-O-04]

§ 138-7. Notice.
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The notice required to be given by the Director in accordance with
§ 138-6B(1)(b) of this section shall: [Amended 2-22-2000 by Ord. No.
00-O-2]
(1) Be in writing;
(2) Include a statement of the reasons why it is being issued;
(3) Be served upon the owner or his agent and the occupant of the
property upon which the alleged violation occurred;
(4) Include a statement that the hearing referred to in § 138-6B(1)(a)
of this section will be held before the Noise Control Board on
a specified date and at a specified time for the purpose of
determining whether a violation of this chapter has occurred.

B.

Service of the notice on the owner or his agent and the occupant of the
property pursuant to Subsection A(2) of this section shall be made by
certified mail, return receipt requested. In the event that such notice
is returned undelivered, service shall be sufficient if mailed by regular
mail and posted on the property where the violation is alleged to have
occurred.

§ 138-8. Proceedings of Noise Control Board.
A.

A hearing of the Noise Control Board conducted pursuant to § 138-6B of
this chapter shall be open to the public; however, members of the public
shall not participate in said hearing unless designated as witnesses
by either the complainant(s) or the respondent(s), unless such
participation is specifically requested by a member of the Noise Control
Board.

B.

The proceedings of the Noise Control Board shall be taperecorded and
the recording of the proceedings shall be retained by the City for a
period of not less than one year. The contents of the tape-recording
shall not be transcribed, unless otherwise required by law or requested
by the Noise Control Board.

C.

Minutes of the proceedings of the Noise Control Board shall be taken by
the Secretary, when present, and shall be approved at the next meeting
of the Noise Control Board.

D.

Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection A of this section, the
Noise Control Board may, in its sole discretion, recess into closed
session as part of its deliberative process with respect to alleged
violations of § 138-5 of this chapter prior to announcing its decision
or determination and to consider the substance of any rules and
regulations to be promulgated pursuant to Subsection E of this section,
provided that:
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(1) The exercise of the authority to deliberate in a closed session shall
require a motion and an affirmative vote thereupon by a majority of
the members of the Board present and eligible to vote;
(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection B of this section, the
proceedings of the Noise Control Board after an affirmative vote
to recess into closed session shall not be tape-recorded; however,
minutes of the closed session shall be kept which shall not be open
to public inspection unless a majority of the members of the Noise
Control Board votes in favor of disclosing said minutes; and
(3) Following its deliberations, the members of the Noise Control
Board shall reconvene in open session for the purpose of
entertaining a motion with respect to the Board's determination as
to whether there has been a violation of this chapter. Where the
property upon which the violation in question allegedly occurred
is occupied by a person other than the owner of such property,
the Board's determination shall separately and specifically address
whether a violation has been committed by both the owner and the
occupant.
E.

The members shall adopt such other and additional rules and
regulations as may be necessary with respect to procedural matters for
the conduct of the hearings required by § 138-6B of this chapter.

§ 138-9. Imposition of a fine by Noise Control Board.
A.

Except as set forth in Subsection C of this section, in the event that
the Board finds that a violation of § 138-5 has occurred, it shall impose
the fine set forth in Chapter 110, Fees and Penalties. [Amended
2-22-2000 by Ord. No. 00-O-2]

B.

In the event that the Board finds that the owner and the occupant of
real property have each violated this chapter, the Board shall impose
a fine as set forth in Chapter 110, Fees and Penalties, upon the owner
and the occupant. [Amended 2-22-2000 by Ord. No. 00-O-2]

C.

In the event that there are more than one owner and/or more than one
occupant, the fine shall be imposed upon each owner and upon each
occupant who has been found in violation of this chapter, except that
in the event that there is more than one occupant, the fine shall be
divided proportionately among those occupants who have been found
to have violated this chapter, with the amount of the fine imposed on
each occupant rounded to the nearest dollar; provided, however, that in
the event that the property is leased to a corporate entity, the fine for a
violation by an occupant shall be imposed upon such corporate entity.

D.

If a violation is a first offense and is not egregious, the following
mitigating factors may be considered by the Board to warrant a
reduction in the amount of the fine to be imposed: [Amended
7-12-2016 by Ord. No. 16-O-04]
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(1) The person subject to a fine has taken action reasonably calculated
under the circumstances to prevent or mitigate future violations
of this chapter, is remorseful and has a present demeanor that
demonstrates a sincere desire to prevent future violations of this
chapter;
(2) The person subject to a fine has apologized, prior to the hearing,
to the person(s) who filed the complaint and other known persons
who were disturbed by the violation.
(3) The violation was not lengthy in duration.
E.

For each factor set forth in Subsection D above which is satisfied by the
evidence, the Board may reduce the fine set forth in Chapter 110, Fees
and Penalties, by $100. In any event, the minimum fine shall be $200.
[Amended 7-12-2016 by Ord. No. 16-O-04]

§ 138-10. Copies of provisions to be provided. [Amended 2-22-2000
by Ord. No. 00-O-2]
Owners of rental housing shall ensure that a copy of this chapter or a
housing rights and responsibilities publication produced by the city is
furnished to each tenant. The city shall make available a copy of this chapter
or the housing rights and responsibilities publication to each applicant for
an annual occupancy permit.
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19-O-09
DRAFT ORDINANCE
OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLLEGE PARK AMENDING
CITY CODE CHAPTER 138 “NOISE”, §§138-2, “DEFINITIONS”, 138-5,
“PROHIBITED ACTS”, AND 138-6, “VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES” TO DEFINE
CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AND NOISE DISTURBANCE, CHANGE THE HOURS
INCLUDED IN THE DEFINITIONS OF DAY AND NIGHT, INCLUDE NOISE
DISTURBANCE AS A VIOLATION, CLARIFY THE NOISE MEASUREMENT POINT
FOR MULTI-FAMILY DWELLINGS, INCLUDE REFERENCE TO VARIOUS NOISE
ACTIVITIES THAT ARE PROHIBITED BY OR EXEMPTED FROM THIS CHAPTER
THROUGH THE STATE ENVIRONMENTAL ARTICLE, SPECIFICALLY
AUTHORIZE THE NOISE BOARD TO HEAR CERTAIN CASES, AND TO MAKE
OTHER CLARIFYING AND CONFORMING CHANGES
WHEREAS, the Local Government Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland provides
that the Mayor and Council of the City of College Park have the authority to pass such ordinances
as it deems necessary to preserve peace and good order, and to protect the health, comfort and
convenience of the residents of the municipality; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council determined that the residents of the City have a right
to an environment that is free from noise that may jeopardize their health, general welfare or
property and as a result adopted Chapter 138, “Noise”; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that it is in the public interest to
amend Chapter 138, “Noise” to define construction activity and noise disturbance, change the
hours included in the definitions of day and night, include noise disturbance as a violation,
clarify the noise measurement point for multi-family dwellings, include reference to various
noise activities that are prohibited by or exempted from this Chapter through the State
Environmental Article, specifically authorize the Noise Board to hear certain cases, and to
make other clarifying and conforming changes.
Section 1. NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED, by the Mayor
and Council of the City of College Park, Maryland that Chapter138 “Noise”, §138-2,
“Definitions”, be, and is hereby, repealed, re-enacted and amended to read as follows:
____________________________________
CAPS
: Indicate matter added to existing law.
[Brackets]
: Indicate matter deleted from law.
Asterisks * * *
: Indicate matter remaining unchanged in existing law but not set forth in Ordinance.
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§ 138-2 Definitions.
As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:
*

*

*

*

CONSTRUCTION
TEMPORARY
ACTIVITIES
DIRECTLY
ASSOCIATED
WITH
SITE
PREPARATION, ASSEMBLY, ERECTION, REPAIR, ALTERATION, OR
DEMOLITION ON ROADWAYS OR PRIVATE PROPERTY.
* * * *
DAY
The period between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m., MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, AND
BETWEEN 8:00 A.M. AND 8:00 P.M. ON SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS AND
HOLIDAYS.
* * * *
NIGHT
The period between 8:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, AND
BETWEEN 8:00 P.M. AND 8:00 A.M. ON SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS AND
HOLIDAYS.
* * * *
NOISE DISTURBANCE MEANS ANY NOISE THAT IS:
(A)

UNPLEASANT, ANNOYING, OFFENSIVE, LOUD, OR OBNOXIOUS;

(B)

UNUSUAL FOR THE TIME OF DAY OR LOCATION WHERE IT IS
PRODUCED OR HEARD;

(C)

DETRIMENTAL TO THE HEALTH, COMFORT, QUALITY OF LIFE, OR
SAFETY OF ANY INDIVIDUAL OR TO THE REASONABLE
ENJOYMENT OF PROPERTY OR THE LAWFUL CONDUCT OF
BUSINESS BECAUSE OF THE LOUDNESS, DURATION, OR
CHARACTER OF THE NOISE; OR

(D)

EXCEEDS THE OBJECTIVE STANDARDS OF THIS CHAPTER.
*

*

*

Deleted: 9
Deleted: P

*

SOUND LEVEL METERAn instrument meeting ANSI SI.4, 1971, Specifications for
Sound-Level Meters, comprising a microphone, an amplifier, an output meter and a frequencyweighting network or networks that is used for the measurement of sound-pressure levels in a
specified manner. SOUND LEVEL METERS USED TO DETERMINE COMPLIANCE
WITH THIS CHAPTER SHALL MEET OR EXCEED THE SPECIFICATIONS FOR TYPE
II SOUND LEVEL METERS.
*

Deleted: 9

*

*

Deleted: ¶
¶

*
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Section 2.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED, by the Mayor and

Council of the City of College Park, Maryland, that Chapter138 “Noise”, §138-5, “Prohibited
Acts” be, and is hereby, repealed, re-enacted and amended to read as follows:

§ 138-5. Prohibited acts AND EXEMPTIONS.
A. [Unless it is for the purpose of necessary property maintenance during the day, i] It shall be
unlawful:
(1) For any owner or occupant of real property located within the City to make or to generate
loud or raucous sound on said property, or to permit any loud or raucous sound to be made or
generated on said property, so as to cause unreasonable annoyance or disturbance to others
living or located nearby, OR TO CREATE A NOISE DISTURBANCE OR PERMIT THE
CREATION OF A NOISE DISTURBANCE;
(2) For the owner or occupant of real property located within the City to make any noise or
operate any sound amplifier on said property, or to permit any noise to be made or any sound
amplifier to be operated on said property, so as to be clearly audible to any person located
beyond the property line of such property at a level higher than 65 dBA during the day or 55
dBA during the night, as such sound may be measured from any point along the curb in front of
the property line upon which the noise is being generated or at any place on adjacent property,
provided that the person measuring the sound shall first obtain the permission of the adjacent
property owner to enter upon said property. FOR ANY MULTI-FAMILY UNIT, THE SOUND
MAY BE MEASURED FROM ANY POINT OUTSIDE OF THE UNIT FROM WHICH THE
NOISE EMANATES; and
(3) For any person to cause, suffer, allow or permit the operation of an amplified source of
sound in such a manner that it raises the total sound levels to greater than the following
permissible sound level limits, when measured from within a building on an adjacent property.
(a) dBC above neighborhood residual sound level.
[1] Nights: three dBC.
[2] All other times: six dBC.
(4) A PERSON MAY NOT CAUSE OR PERMIT THE EMISSION OF PROMINENT
DISCRETE TONES AND PERIODIC NOISES WHICH EXCEED A LEVEL WHICH IS 5
DBA LOWER THAN THE APPLICABLE LEVEL LISTED IN THIS SECTION.
(5) A PERSON MAY NOT CAUSE OR PERMIT, BEYOND THE PROPERTY LINE OF A
SOURCE, VIBRATION OF SUFFICIENT INTENSITY TO CAUSE ANOTHER PERSON
TO BE AWARE OF THE VIBRATION BY SUCH DIRECT MEANS AS SENSATION OF
TOUCH OR VISUAL OBSERVATION OF MOVING OBJECTS.
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(6) A PERSON MAY NOT OPERATE OR PERMIT TO BE OPERATED AN OFF-ROAD
INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINE POWERED RECREATIONAL VEHICLE,
INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, A DIRT BIKE, AN ALL TERRAIN VEHICLE, A
GO CART, A SNOWMOBILE, OR A SIMILAR VEHICLE, ON PRIVATE PROPERTY
CLOSER THAN 300 FEET TO A NEIGHBORING RESIDENCE OR THE ASSOCIATED
CURTILAGE, WITHOUT THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE AFFECTED RESIDENT,
UNLESS IT CAN BE DEMONSTRATED TO THE CITY THAT THE VEHICLE CAN BE
OPERATED WITHIN THE NOISE LIMITS SPECIFIED IN THIS SECTION.
(7) A PERSON MAY NOT CAUSE OR PERMIT NOISE LEVELS EMANATING FROM
CONSTRUCTION OR DEMOLITION SITE ACTIVITIES WHICH EXCEED:
(A) 90 DBA DURING DAYTIME HOURS;
(B) THE LEVEL SPECIFIED IN THIS SECTION DURING NIGHTTIME HOURS.
[(4)] (8) For the owner or occupant of real property located within the City to permit
guests or invitees to such property to make noise on adjacent property, whether public or
private, where that noise, if made or generated on the property itself, would violate ANY
PROVISION OF Subsection A[(1), (2), or (3)] of this section.
B. It shall be unlawful for the nonresident owner of a property to permit the occupants of such
property to violate the provisions of Subsection A of this section. The owner shall not be
deemed to have violated this subsection unless the owner, or owner’s agent:
(1) Has received notice from any source, that a current or prior occupant of such property has,
or is alleged to have, previously engaged in conduct that violates this section regardless of
whether a finding of a violation by the Noise Control Board or by a court of competent
jurisdiction was made; or
(2) Has failed to take action reasonably calculated under the circumstances to prevent a
violation of this section from occurring or recurring.
C. A violation of this section shall be a municipal infraction, subject to the fine imposed by
Chapter 110, Fees and Penalties.
D. Each repeat violation within a twelve-month period shall give rise to a charge as set forth in
Chapter 110, Fees and Penalties.
E. EXEMPTIONS.
(1) THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION MAY NOT APPLY TO DEVICES USED
SOLELY FOR THE PURPOSE OF WARNING, PROTECTING, OR ALERTING THE
PUBLIC, OR SOME SEGMENT THEREOF, OF THE EXISTENCE OF AN EMERGENCY
OR HAZARDOUS SITUATION.
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(2) ONLY THE FOLLOWING ARE EXEMPTED FROM THE PROVISIONS OF THIS
SECTION:

Deleted: THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION DO NOT
APPLY TO ONLY

(A) HOUSEHOLD TOOLS AND PORTABLE APPLIANCES IN NORMAL USAGE
DURING DAYTIME HOURS;
(B) LAWN CARE AND SNOW REMOVAL EQUIPMENT (DAYTIME ONLY)
WHEN USED AND MAINTAINED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MANUFACTURER'S
SPECIFICATIONS;
(C) BLASTING OPERATIONS FOR DEMOLITION, CONSTRUCTION, AND
MINING OR QUARRYING (DAYTIME ONLY);
Deleted: (E) MOTOR VEHICLES ON PUBLIC ROADS

;]
(D) AIRCRAFT AND RELATED AIRPORT OPERATIONS AT AIRPORTS
LICENSED BY THE MARYLAND AVIATION ADMINISTRATION;

Deleted: F

(E) MOTOR VEHICLES ON STATE LANDS UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES;

Deleted: G

Deleted: H

(F) EMERGENCY OPERATIONS;
(G) PILE DRIVING EQUIPMENT DURING THE DAYTIME HOURS OF 8 A.M. TO
5 P.M.;

Deleted: I

(H) SOUND, EXCEPT THOSE SOUNDS THAT ARE ELECTRONICALLY
AMPLIFIED, BETWEEN 7 A.M. AND MIDNIGHT, CREATED BY:

Deleted: J

(I) SPORTING EVENTS (EXCEPT TRAP SHOOTING, SKEET SHOOTING, OR
OTHER TARGET SHOOTING);
Deleted: AND

(II) ENTERTAINMENT EVENTS;
(III) OTHER PUBLIC GATHERINGS OPERATING UNDER AND WITHIN THE
RESTRICTIONS SET BY A PERMIT OR PERMISSION OF THE CITY; AND
(IV) ATHLETIC CONTESTS, AMUSEMENT PARKS, CARNIVALS, FAIRS AT
FAIRGROUNDS, SANCTIONED AUTO RACING FACILITIES, PARADES, AND PUBLIC
CELEBRATIONS.
(I) RAPID RAIL TRANSIT VEHICLES AND RAILROADS;

Deleted: K

(J) CONSTRUCTION AND REPAIR WORK ON PUBLIC PROPERTY;

Deleted: L
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(L) AIR CONDITIONING OR HEAT PUMP EQUIPMENT USED TO COOL OR
HEAT HOUSING ON RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY. FOR THIS EQUIPMENT, A PERSON
MAY NOT CAUSE OR PERMIT NOISE LEVELS WHICH EXCEED 70 DBA FOR AIR
CONDITIONING EQUIPMENT AND 75 DBA FOR HEAT PUMP EQUIPMENT;

Deleted: M

(M) HOUSEHOLD PETS ON RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY THAT ARE
MAINTAINED IN ACCORDANCE WITH LOCAL ZONING REQUIREMENTS;

Deleted: N

(N) TRASH COLLECTION OPERATIONS BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 7 A.M. AND
8 P.M., MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, AND BETWEEN 8:00 A.M. AND 8:00 P.M. ON
SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS.

Deleted: O

Section 2.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED, by the Mayor and

Council of the City of College Park, Maryland, that Chapter138 “Noise”, §138-6, “Violations and
penalties” be, and is hereby, repealed, re-enacted and amended to read as follows:
§ 138-6. Violations and penalties.
A. Code Enforcement or Law Enforcement Officer. When a City Code Enforcement
Officer, or a state, county, University of Maryland or other law enforcement officer chosen by
the City, determines, based upon the results of a test conducted using a calibrated sound-level
meter, that noise is being or has been generated in violation of § 138-5A(2) [or] (3), (4), (5), (6)
OR (7) of this chapter, [he/she shall issue] a municipal infraction citation SHALL BE ISSUED
to the violator(s) in accordance with the provisions of § 6-103 of the Local Government Article,
of the Annotated Code of Maryland. In the event that more than one owner and/or more than
one occupant of the real property is alleged to have violated the provisions of this chapter, a
municipal infraction citation may be issued to each alleged violator.
B. Noise Control Board.
(1) When two or more City residents submit written complaints that noise is being or has been
generated in violation of § 138-5A(1), (5), (6) or [](8) of this chapter, which complaints shall
be delivered to the City Clerk, or postmarked, within 15 days of the alleged violation, AND
REQUEST A HEARING BEFORE THE NOISE CONTROL BOARD, the Director shall:
(a) Schedule a hearing before the Noise Control Board within 30 days of receipt of complaints
referred to in this section; and
(b) Give notice of the alleged violation to the owner and the occupant(s) of the property upon
which such violation has allegedly occurred.
(2) When a violation of § 138-5 of this chapter has been alleged in accordance with the
provisions of Subsection B of this section, the Noise Control Board shall conduct a hearing for
the purpose of determining whether such violation has occurred.

Deleted: 138-5A(4)
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(3) When the Noise Control Board determines, in accordance with the provisions of § 138-8 of
this chapter, that a violation of § 138-5 has occurred, the Director shall notify the violator of the
determination of the Noise Control Board that a violation has occurred and shall cause a
municipal infraction citation to be issued to the violator, in accordance with the provisions of
[Article 23A, § 3,] §6-103 of the LOCAL GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, Annotated Code of
Maryland.
C. (Reserved)
D. The City may seek court action to abate any noise nuisance in lieu of or in addition to any
other enforcement remedies that may be available pursuant to this chapter.
E. In addition, the Public Services Director shall schedule a show-cause hearing before the
College Park Advisory Planning Commission as to why the City occupancy permit for the
property should not be revoked for three or more violations of the provisions of this chapter
THAT HAVE BEEN ADMITTED OR THAT HAVE BEEN DETERMINED IN COURT
within any twelve-month period, and may otherwise request such a hearing for violations of
this chapter at his/her discretion.
Section 4.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Mayor and

Council of the City of College Park that, upon formal introduction of this proposed Ordinance,
which shall be by way of a motion duly seconded and without any further vote, the City Clerk
shall distribute a copy to each Council member and shall maintain a reasonable number of copies
in the office of the City Clerk and shall post at City Hall, to the official City website, to the Citymaintained e-mail LISTSERV, and on the City cable channel, and if time permits, in any City
newsletter, the proposed ordinance or a fair summary thereof together with a notice setting out
the time and place for a public hearing thereon and for its consideration by the Council.
The public hearing, hereby set for _____ P.M. on the ________ day of _________________,
2019, shall follow the publication by at least seven (7) days, may be held separately or in
connection with a regular or special Council meeting and may be adjourned from time to time. All
persons interested shall have an opportunity to be heard.
After the hearing, the Council may adopt the proposed ordinance with or without amendments or
reject it. This Ordinance shall become effective on ______________________, 2019 provided
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that, as soon as practicable after adoption, the City Clerk shall post a fair summary of the
Ordinance and notice of its adoption at City Hall, to the official City website, to the Citymaintained e-mail LISTSERV, on the City cable channel, and in any City newsletter.
If any section, subsection, provision, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this Ordinance is
for any reason held to be illegal or otherwise invalid by any court of competent
jurisdiction, such invalidity shall be severable, and shall not affect or impair any remaining
section, subsection, provision, sentence, clause, phrase or word included within this
Ordinance, it being the intent of the City that the remainder of the Ordinance shall be and
shall remain in full force and effect, valid and enforceable.
In accordance with Title 3 of the Environment Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, the City shall send to the Maryland Department of the Environment a copy of
this Ordinance as adopted.
INTRODUCED by the Mayor and Council of the City of College Park, Maryland at a
regular meeting on the _____ day of _________ 2019.
ADOPTED by the Mayor and Council of the City of College Park, Maryland at a regular
meeting on the _____ day of ___________________ 2019.
EFFECTIVE the ____ day of ________________________, 2019.

ATTEST:

CITY OF COLLEGE PARK
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____________________________
Janeen S. Miller, CMC, City Clerk

______________________________
Patrick L. Wojahn, Mayor

APPROVED AS TO FORM
AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY:

______________________________
Suellen M. Ferguson, City Attorney
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CITY OF COLLEGE PARK, MARYLAND
WORKSESSION AGENDA ITEM
Prepared By: Bill Gardiner
Assistant City Manager

Meeting Date: September 3, 2019

Presented By: Bill Gardiner
Assistant City Manager

Proposed Consent Agenda: No

Originating Department:

Administration

Issue Before Council:

Discussion of Proposed Scope of Work and RFP for the
City’s 2020 – 2025 Strategic Plan

Strategic Plan Goal:

Effective Leadership

Background/Justification:
Strategic planning is important work for the City Council and staff, and the development of the City’s
strategic plan requires significant time and resources from all City stakeholders. The resulting plan should
become the framework or roadmap for the City to achieve its goals.
In 2014 and 2015 the City Council initiated, developed, and approved a new five-year strategic plan to guide
the City’s direction. The process started with a Request for Proposals and the review and selection of a
consultant to facilitate the development of a 2015 – 2020 Strategic Plan. The City Council, staff, and
community members worked closely with the selected consultant over a six to nine-month period to develop
the plan. A Council and staff workgroup was created to guide the process, which included an analysis of the
City’s strengths and weaknesses; meetings with several stakeholder groups and weekend facilitated
meetings with Council; drafting the City’s vision, mission, values, goals, and actions; public discussion of the
draft plan; and Council approval of the final plan.
Staff would like Council to discuss a similar process to review, update and extend the current plan. A draft
scope of work that could be included in an RFP is attached.
Fiscal Impact:
The FY20 budget includes $33,000 for the development of a new strategic plan.
Council Options:
1. Provide direction to staff to develop an RFP for a strategic plan consultant.
2. Provide direction to staff to request proposals for a new strategic plan from consultants the City has used
for prior plans and / or Council retreats.
3. Provide direction to staff to delay the process to update the strategic plan until a specific date.
Staff Recommendation:
Option 1
Recommended Motion:
N/A
Attachments:
Draft scope of services for a new strategic plan.
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ATTACHMENT: DRAFT SCOPE OF SERVICES FOR A NEW STRATEGIC PLAN
An experienced strategic planning consultant will have the following responsibilities:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Provide proposed schedule of work.
Review existing City documents and possibly external data sources to compile information relevant to
the City’s strategic planning process and facilitate discussion by the City Council.
Design and lead two public resident focus groups and two targeted stakeholder focus groups to identify
existing strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats and to obtain input regarding the vision,
mission, and goals for the City. The consultant will summarize and present to Council the findings from
these meetings.
Design and facilitate two sessions with the City Council to identify existing strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities, and threats and to report on the results of the focus groups.
Design and facilitate two or three sessions with the City Council and staff to review and possibly update
the City’s mission, vision and goals, and to develop strategies to meet them over the next five years.
Lead the City Council and staff through a process to develop action items directly connected to City
resources and which will achieve the City’s goals.
Work with the strategic plan workgroup during the planning process to: refine the schedule for the overall
project; receive feedback on draft goals and plan components; and to prepare the final planning
document. The goals, strategies, and action items of the final strategic plan should direct the work of the
Council and all City departments for the next five years.

The City of College Park will have the following responsibilities to support the consultant’s work:
•
•
•
•
•

Provide the consultant with existing City documents including the above-mentioned plans.
Publicize the focus group sessions and conduct outreach to maximize public participation.
Provide the facilities for the focus group sessions.
Schedule City Council members and staff to participate in strategic planning sessions and other meetings
as appropriate.
Record the focus group and other public sessions.
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CITY OF COLLEGE PARK, MARYLAND
WORKSESSION AGENDA ITEM
Prepared By: Ryan Chelton,
Economic Development Coordinator

Meeting Date: 9/3/19

Presented By: Ryan Chelton
Proposed Consent Agenda:
No
Economic Development Coordinator
Originating Department:

Department of Planning, Community & Economic Development

Issue Before Council:

Form a Council Subcommittee for the Business of the Year program

Strategic Plan Goal:

Goal 1: One College Park

Background/Justification:
On May 1st, the newly established College Park Business of the Year program began accepting nominations.
Applications were accepted through August 31st, 2019 and the City received fourteen nominations for seven
different businesses. Staff has vetted all applications for eligibility and completeness according to the
program guidelines, and a subcommittee of four City Councilmembers will be established to review the
eligible nominations and recommend a winner to be voted on by the full City Council.
The schedule for this process is as follows:
•
•
•
•

In September, the subcommittee will meet to evaluate the nominations.
On October 1st, the subcommittee will present their recommendation to the Mayor and City Council.
On October 8th, the City Council will vote to approve the Business of the Year.
On October 22nd, Mayor and City Council will issue a Business of the Year proclamation and present
the winning Business with their award.

Fiscal Impact:
The program will award a plaque to the Business of the Year with a specially designed logo (estimated cost
of $125). Funds will come from the Economic Development Marketing line item in the FY2020 Operating
Budget.
Council Options:
1. Establish a subcommittee to review nominations and recommend a winner.
2. Revise program guidelines and establish a different process.
Staff Recommendation:
Option #1
Recommended Motion:
N/A
Attachments:
1. Business of the Year Program Guidelines
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City of College Park
Department of Planning, Community, and Economic Development
4500 Knox Road
College Park, MD 20740
Phone: (240) 487-3543
Fax: (301) 887-0558

City of College Park
College Park Business of the Year Recognition Program
Program Overview
The goal of the program is for the City to show appreciation for an outstanding business in College Park
that goes above and beyond to positively contribute to their community and serve as an example for
other businesses.
The City will solicit nominations for the College Park Business of the Year award on an annual basis
during the summer. Eligible businesses will be evaluated based on the strength, merit and
comprehensiveness of their application.
Application Process
1. The application will be open from May 1st through August 31st of each year. Self-nominations are
allowed.
2. The application is a form-based page hosted on the City website that collects contact info for the
nominator and nominee and asks for demonstrable evidence of achievement in one or more of
five areas:
a. Growth – Businesses that have grown in the past year by hiring additional employees,
expanding their place of business and/or moving to a larger space.
b. Community Service – Businesses that have engaged in College Park-based community
service and/or charitable activities.
c. Environmental Stewardship – Businesses that have taken proactive steps to become
more environmentally sustainable.
d. Innovation & Entrepreneurship – Businesses that have demonstrated an
entrepreneurial and/or innovative approach to conducting their business and serving
the needs of the College Park community.
e. Legacy – Businesses that have a long track record of successfully operating their
business in College Park, continually providing a much-needed service or product for the
College Park community.
Eligible Businesses
Applications will be reviewed after the submittal deadline. Only complete applications will be reviewed,
and no late submissions will be allowed. Only complete applications that meet the eligibility
requirements will move on to the next round. Businesses will only be considered eligible to receive the
award if they complete the application and meet all the following criteria:
1. Locally-owned independent business

Business of the Year Recognition Program

Updated: 4/3/2019
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City of College Park
Department of Planning, Community, and Economic Development
4500 Knox Road
College Park, MD 20740
Phone: (240) 487-3543
Fax: (301) 887-0558
2. College Park physical address
3. Open at least one year by the end of the nominating window
4. In “good standing” with the City of College Park
Evaluation of Applications
1. After staff has vetted all applications for eligibility and completeness, a Business of the Year
Recognition Program subcommittee of four City Council Members will convene in September to
review all eligible nominations.
2. The subcommittee will use a scoring system of 1 to 5 (1 being the lowest score and 5 being the
highest) to award each applicant points based on the applicants’ strength in each of the five
areas of achievement.
a. For example, a business could receive a score of 15 out of 25 with the following scores:
i. Growth – Hired 10 new employees in the last year (4 / 5)
ii. Community Service – One weekend a year spent cleaning up trash along the
business’s block of Baltimore Avenue (1 / 5)
iii. Environmental Stewardship – Installed multiple solar panels and reduced trash
and waste by 100% over previous year (5 / 5)
iv. Entrepreneurial & Innovative – Developed an automated food delivery service
for College Park citizens most in need (5 / 5)
v. Legacy – Left blank (0 / 5)
3. The three applications with the highest scores will move onto the final round of evaluation. The
subcommittee will then select a winner from the pool of finalists based on the overall merit and
strength of the application.
4. The subcommittee will submit the finalist for approval by the entire City Council no later than
early October.
Award Presentation
1. The awarded Business of the Year will be made aware of their recognition in early October,
several weeks before the official announcement. This gives the business an opportunity to
develop a plan to leverage the public relations value of the award.
2. City staff will commission a plaque for the Business of the Year and provide the business with
the special Business of the Year logo so that they may use it at their discretion.
3. In late October, during Maryland Economic Development Week, the City will officially announce
the winner of the award and schedule a City Council meeting in which the Mayor and City
Council Members will issue a Business of the Year proclamation and present the awarded
business with a plaque in recognition of their achievement.

Business of the Year Recognition Program

Updated: 4/3/2019
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City of College Park
Board and Committee Appointments
Shaded rows indicate a vacancy or reappointment opportunity.
The date following the appointee’s name is the initial date of appointment.

January 29, 2019: Mayor and Council unfroze appointments to all Boards and Committees except
Cable Television Commission and Citizens Corp Council.

Advisory Planning Commission
Appointee
Represents
Appointed by
Term Expires
Larry Bleau 7/9/02
District 1
Mayor
02/22
Llatetra Brown Esters 06/18
District 2
Mayor
06/21
Christopher Gill 09/24/13
District 1
Mayor
10/19
James E. McFadden 2/14/99
District 3
Mayor
01/20
Ben Flamm 01/02/18
District 2
Mayor
08/21
Santosh Chelliah 01/02/18
District 4
Mayor
08/19
Stephanie Stullich 01/02/18
District 3
Mayor
02/22
City Code Chapter 15 Article IV: The APC shall be composed of 7 members appointed by the
Mayor with the approval of Council, shall seek to give priority to the appointment of residents of the
City and assure that there shall be representation from each of the City’s four Council districts.
Vacancies shall be filled by the Mayor with the approval of the Council for the unexpired portion of
the term. Terms are three years. The Chairperson is elected by the majority of the Commission.
Members are compensated. Liaison: Planning.

Airport Authority
Appointee
Resides in
Appointed by
Term Expires
James Garvin 11/9/04
District 3
M&C
02/22
Jack Robson 5/11/04
District 3
M&C
10/20
Anna Sandberg 2/26/85
District 3
M&C
03/19
Gabriel Iriarte 1/10/06
District 3
M&C
01/20
Christopher Dullnig 6/12/07
District 2
M&C
02/20
David Kolesar 04/28/15
District 1
M&C
12/21
Dave Dorsch 08/11/15
District 3
M&C
12/21
City Code Chapter 11 Article II: 7 members, must be residents and qualified voters of the City,
appointed by Mayor and City Council, for three-year terms. Vacancies shall be filled by M&C for an
unexpired portion of a term. Authority shall elect Chairperson from membership. Not a
compensated committee. Liaison: City Clerk’s Office.
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Animal Welfare Committee
Appointee
Resides in
Appointed by
Term Expires
Dave Turley 3/23/10
District 1
M&C
04/22
Patti Stange 6/8/10
Nonresident
M&C
04/21
Taimi Anderson 6/8/10
Nonresident
M&C
02/18
Suzie Bellamy 9/28/10
District 4
M&C
04/21
Kathy Rodeffer 11/24/15
Nonresident
M&C
03/23
Kennis Termini 03/26/19
District 1
M&C
03/23
Bram Turner 04/09/19
District 1
M&C
04/23
Resolution 15-R-26, 10-R-20: Up to fifteen members appointed by the Mayor and Council for threeyear terms. Not a compensated committee. Liaison: Public Services.

Board of Election Supervisors
Appointee
Represents
Appointed by
Term Expires
John Robson (Chief) 5/24/94
Mayoral appt
M&C
03/21
Lisa Williams 10/23/18
District 1
M&C
03/21
Diane Ligon 02/26/19
District 2
M&C
03/21
John Payne 04/25/17
District 3
M&C
03/21
Maria Mackie 08/12/14
District 4
M&C
03/21
Cameron Thurston 03/26/19
Mayoral appt
M&C
03/21
City Charter C4-3: The Mayor and Council shall, not later than the first regular meeting in March of
each year in which there is a general election, appoint and fix the compensation for six qualified
voters as Supervisors of Elections, one of whom shall be appointed from the qualified voters of each
of the four election districts and two of whom shall be appointed by the Mayor with the consent of
the Council. The Mayor and Council shall designate one of the six Supervisors as the Chief of
Elections. This is a compensated committee; compensation is based on a fiscal year. Per Council
action (item 19-G-46) effective July 1, 2019: For each of the next two years, the Chief Election
Supervisor will receive $960/fiscal year and the Supervisors will receive $720/fiscal year. Liaison:
City Clerk’s office.

College Park City-University Partnership
Represents
Appointed by
Carlo Colella
Class A Director
UMD President
Edward Maginnis
Class A Director
UMD President
Ken Ulman
Class A Director
UMD President
Brian Darmody
Class A Director
UMD President
Patrick L. Wojahn (01/12/16)
Class B Director
M&C
Maxine Gross
Class B Director
M&C
Senator James Rosapepe
Class B Director
M&C
Stephen Brayman
Class B Director
M&C
David Iannucci (07/15/14)
Class C Director
City and University
Dr. Richard Wagner (Chair)
Class C Director
City and University
Appointee

Term Expires
06/30/21
06/30/21
06/30/22
06/30/20
06/30/20
06/30/21
06/30/22
06/30/20
06/30/20
06/30/22
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The CPCUP is a 501(c)(3) corporation whose mission is to promote and support commercial
revitalization, economic development and quality housing opportunities consistent with the interests
of the City of College Park and the University of Maryland. The CPCUP is not a City committee but
the City makes appointments to the Partnership. Class B Directors are appointed by the Mayor and
City Council; Class C Directors are jointly appointed by the Mayor and City Council and the
President of the University of Maryland.

College Park Seniors Committee
Appointee:
Represents:
Appointed by: Term Expires
Arelis Pérez 11/14/17
Resident, District 1
M&C
11/19
Manuel Guevara-Cordova 03/28/17
Resident, District 3
M&C
03/19
Rosemary Perticari 04/11/17
Resident, District 1
M&C
04/21
Mary Anne Hakes 04/11/17
Resident, District 3
M&C
04/21
Jackie Kelly 05/23/17
Resident, District 1
M&C
05/19
Darlene Nowlin 08/08/17
Resident, District 4
M&C
08/19
Bonnie McClellan
Resident, District 4
M&C
01/20
Victoria Evans 01/15/19
Resident, District 2
M&C
01/21
Robert Thurston 03/12/19
Resident, District 2
M&C
03/21
Lynn Topp 04/23/19
Non-Resident
M&C
04/21
VACANT
Resolution 16-R-33 adopted December 13, 2016. Resolution 17-R-29 adopted November 28, 2017
increased membership. Resolution 19-R-07 adopted April 9, 2019 removed the Councilmember
designation and increased membership. Up to 11 members, with the goal of at least one resident per
Council district. Two-year terms. The Committee shall appoint a Chair and Vice Chair each with a
term of one year from among the members of the committee. Not a compensated committee.
Liaison: Youth, Family and Senior Services.

Committee For A Better Environment
Appointee
Resides in
Appointed by
Suchitra Balachandran 10/9/07
District 4
M&C
Alan Hew 01/12/16
District 4
M&C
Daniel Walfield 02/23/16
District 1
M&C
Todd Larsen 03/22/16
District 2
M&C
Caroline Wick 02/12/19
District 3
M&C
Alexa Bely 02/12/19
District 3
M&C
Oscar Gregory 02/26/19
District 4
M&C
Cameron Thurston 02/26/19
District 2
M&C
Pablo Regis de Oliveria 03/12/19
District 3
M&C
Andrea McNamara 03/12/19
District 3
M&C
Matt Dernoga 03/26/19
District 1
M&C

Term Expires
01/20
02/22
02/19
03/22
02/22
02/22
02/22
02/22
03/22
03/22
03/22

City Code Chapter 15 Article VIII: No more than 25 members, appointed by the Mayor and Council,
three year terms, members shall elect the chair. Not a compensated committee. Liaison: Planning.
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Complete Count Committee
Appointee:
Suggested Composition / Slot filled:
Robert Day 12/11/18
Councilmember – Liaison to full Council
Denise Mitchell 12/11/18
Councilmember – Liaison to full Council
Heidi Biffl 12/11/18
UMD Dept of Fraternity & Sorority Life
Gloria Aparicio-Blackwell 12/11/18
UMD Office of Community Engagement
Michael Glowacki 12/11/18
UMD Dept of Resident Life
Jim Nealis 02/12/19
Resident
John Payne 02/12/19
Neighbors Helping Neighbors
Lupi Quinteros-Grady 02/26/19
Latino community liaison
Melissa Sites 12/11/18
Community Association – CPAE
Andy Miller 02/12/19
PGPOA / landlord representative
Branson Cameron 04/23/19
UMD Student
VACANT
Resolution 18-R-14 adopted 10-09-2018; Resolution 19-R-06 adopted 04-09-2019: Composed of up
to 12 members appointed by the Mayor and Council. Target representation shown above. Members
shall be representative of a cross-section of residents willing to serve until the completion of the 2020
Census. Committee will be discharged after a report summarizing their goals and achievements is
presented to Council at the conclusion of the 2020 Census. The committee shall select a Chair from
among the members. A quorum for purposes of conducting business shall be a majority of appointed
members. Not a compensated committee. Liaison: Planning.

Education Advisory Committee
Appointee
Represents
Appointed by
Term Expires
Melissa Day 9/15/10
District 3
M&C
05/21
Carolyn Bernache 2/9/10
District 4
M&C
02/21
Stacy Currie 01/29/19
UMCP
UMCP
01/21
Dawn Powers 1/26/16
District 2
M&C
05/21
David Toledo 04/25/16
District 1
M&C
04/21
Rose Greene Colby
District 3
M&C
02/21
Doris Ellis 08/08/17
District 4
M&C
08/19
Tessie Aikara 05/14/19
District 4
M&C
05/21
Resolutions 97-R-17, 99-R-4, 10-R-13, 15-R-25, and 17-R-09: At least 9 members who shall be
appointed by the Mayor and Council: at least two from each Council District and one nominated by
the University of Maryland. All except the UMCP appointee shall be City residents. Two year
terms. The Committee shall appoint the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Committee from among the
members of the Committee. Not a compensated committee. Liaison: Youth and Family Services.
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Ethics Commission
Appointee
Represents
Appointed by
Term Expires
Nora Eidelman 11/24/15
District 1
Mayor
11/19
Joe Theis 05/12/15
District 2
Mayor
06/19
Rachel Gregory
District 3
Mayor
05/20
Gail Kushner 09/13/11
District 4
Mayor
05/20
Robert Thurston 9/13/05
At Large
Mayor
05/20
Alan C. Bradford 1/23/96
At-Large
Mayor
11/19
Frank Rose 05/08/12
At-Large
Mayor
05/20
City Code Chapter 38 Article II: Composed of seven members appointed by the Mayor and approved
by the Council. Of the seven members, one shall be appointed from each of the City's four election
districts and three from the City at large. 2 year terms. Commission members shall elect one
member as Chair for a renewable one-year term. Commission members sign an Oath of Office. Not
a compensated committee. Liaison: City Clerk’s office.

Housing Authority of the City of College Park
Bob Catlin 05/13/14
Mayor
05/01/19
James McFadden 10/09/18
Mayor
05/01/23
John Moore 9/10/96
Mayor
05/01/19
Arelis Perez 04/10/18
Mayor
05/01/20
Carl Patterson 12/11/12
Attick Towers resident
Mayor
05/01/22
The College Park Housing Authority was established in City Code Chapter 11 Article I, but it
operates independently under Division II of the Housing and Community Development section of the
Annotated Code of Maryland. The Housing Authority administers low income housing at Attick
Towers. The Mayor appoints five commissioners to the Authority; each serves a five year term;
appointments expire May 1. Mayor administers oath of office. One member is a resident of Attick
Towers. The Authority selects a chairman from among its commissioners. The Housing Authority is
funded through HUD and rent collection, administers their own budget, and has their own employees.
The City supplements some of their services.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Tribute Committee
Appointee
Represents
Appointed by
Term Expires
Lilla Sutton 09/27/16
District 2
M&C
05/22
Dottie Chicquelo
Non-resident
M&C
09/19
Jordan Schakner 10/10/17
District 1
M&C
10/20
Anita Wolley 11/14/17
District 2
M&C
11/20
VACANT
M&C
Resolution 16-R-11 adopted 06-14-2016. Purpose is to plan, organize and execute an annual event in
honor of Dr. King. Between five and nine members, appointed by the Mayor and Council for three-year
terms. The Committee shall appoint the Chair and Vice-Chair from among their membership annually.
A quorum will consist of a majority of the appointed members. The Committee may work with partners
such as the University of Maryland, the Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission,
local schools and faith communities, and others as appropriate, in planning the event. Liaison: Public
Services.
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Noise Control Board
Appointee
Represents
Appointed by
Term Expires
Mark Shroder 11/23/10
District 1
Council, for District 1
01/19
Harry Pitt, Jr. 9/26/95
District 2
Council, for District 2
04/20
Alan Stillwell 6/10/97
District 3
Council, for District 3
09/20
Suzie Bellamy
District 4
Council, for District 4
12/20
Adele Ellis 04/24/12
Mayoral Appt
Mayor
08/20
Larry Wenzel 3/9/99
Alternate
Council - At large
02/18
Aaron Springer 10/09/18
Alternate
Council – At large
10/22
City Code Chapter 138-3: The Noise Control Board shall consist of five members, four of whom
shall be appointed by the Council members, one from each of the four election districts, and one of
whom shall be appointed by the Mayor. In addition, there shall be two alternate members appointed
at large by the City Council. The members of the Noise Control Board shall select from among
themselves a Chairperson. Four year terms. This is a compensated committee. Liaison: Public
Services.

Recreation Board
Appointee
Lives In
Appointed by
Term Expires
Sarah Araghi 7/14/09
District 1
M&C
06/22
Barbara Pianowski 3/23/10
District 4
M&C
11/20
Judith Oarr 05/14/13
District 4
M&C
05/19
Bettina McCloud 1/11/11
District 1
M&C
01/20
Christina Toy 01/09/18
District 1
M&C
01/21
Jane Hopkins 1/23/18
District 4
M&C
01/21
Janice Bernache 02/13/18
District 3
M&C
02/21
Santosh Chelliah 10/09/18
District 4
M&C
10/21
Aiina De Triana 03/26/19
District 1
M&C
03/22
City Code Chapter 15 Article II: Effective 2/2/16: 10 members appointed by the Mayor and Council
for three-year terms with a goal of representation from each district. The Chairperson will be chosen
from among and by the district appointees. Not a compensated committee. Additional participants
include the University of Maryland liaison and the M-NCPPC liaison. Liaison: Public Services.

Tree and Landscape Board
Member
Christine O’Brien 08/11/15
James Meyer 10/24/17
Todd Reitzel 04/09/19
Rashawna Alfred 04/09/19
Janet Wagner 04/09/19
Todd Larsen (or an alternate)
John Lea-Cox 1/13/98
Planning Representative
Brenda Alexander

Represents
Citizen
Citizen
Citizen
Citizen
Citizen
CBE Chair Liaison
City Forester
Planning Director
Public Works Director

Appointed
by
M&C
M&C
M&C
M&C
M&C

04/21
10/19
04/21
04/21
04/21

M&C

04/21

Term Expires
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City Code Chapter 179-5: The Board shall have 9 voting members: 5 residents appointed by M&C,
the CBE Chair or designee, the City Forester or designee, the Planning Director or designee and the
Public Works Director or designee. Two-year terms. Members choose their own officers. Not a
compensated committee. Liaison: City Clerk’s office.

Veterans Memorial Committee
Represents
Appointed by
VFW
M&C
American Legion
M&C
M&C
M&C
M&C
M&C

Appointee
Term Expires
Joseph Ruth 11/7/01
01/19
Blaine Davis 10/28/03
01/19
Rita Zito 11/7/01
12/18
Seth Gomoljak 11/6/14
11/17
Mary Cook 02/12/19
02/22
Lisa Fischer 02/26/19
02/22
VACANT
VACANT
VACANT
Resolution 15-R-27, 01-G-57: Board comprised of 9 to 13 members including at least one member
from American Legion College Park Post 217 and one member from Veterans of Foreign Wars
Phillips-Kleiner Post 5627. Appointed by Mayor and Council. Three year terms. Chair shall be
elected each year by the members of the Committee. Not a compensated committee. Liaison: Public
Works.
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TO:

Mayor, City Council, City Manager and Department Directors

FROM:

Janeen S. Miller, City Clerk

DATE:

August 28, 2019

RE:

Future Agendas

The following items are tentatively placed on future agendas. This list has been
prepared by the City Manager and me and represents the current schedule for items
that will appear on future agendas.
***Meetings are at Davis Hall***
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2019 REGULAR MEETING
Proposed Consent: Approval of Jack Perry Award recipients
Proposed Consent: CPV-2019-07, 8906 35th Avenue
Proposed Consent: CEO-2019-01, 4801 Lackawanna Street
Consideration of approval of Bond Resolution - Gary Fields, Director of Finance
Possible introduction of Ordinance 19-O-09, Amending Chapter 138, Noise
AND
Possible introduction of Ordinance 19-O-XX regarding amendments to Chapter 141,
Nuisances – Suellen Ferguson, City Attorney
08-29-19: Approval of request for sponsorship from the University System of Maryland
Foundation requesting $5,000 for the Mid-Maryland Mission of Mercy & Health Equity
Festival being held on September 13 & 14 – Gary Fields, Director of Finance
08-28-19: Discussion of FCC 3rd Order regarding use of P.E.G. funds and
consideration of City participation in lawsuit at a cost of $10,000 – Suellen Ferguson,
City Attorney
Placeholder – Closed Session following the meeting
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2019, WORKSESSION
Discussion of CBE Report: Save Money and Reduce Trash (SMART) program for
College Park– Scott Somers, City Manager (45)
06-25-19: Follow-up discussion on the Committee on Committees recommendations –
Scott Somers, City Manager (45)
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08-08-19: Approval of camera monitoring agreement from University of Maryland Police
Department – Bob Ryan, Director of Public Services (30)
07-09-19: Verizon and Crown contract for installation of Small Cell Antenna facilities –
Suellen Ferguson, City Attorney (20)
03-05-19: Information Report: City Participation in the National League of Cities Road
Map for Equity and Diversity AND Municipal Equality Index and of designating a staff
person to be the City’s point-of-contact for diversity matters in the City: Jill Clements,
Director of Human Resources, and Kiaisha Barber, Director of Youth, Family and Senior
Services
2:40

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2019 REGULAR MEETING
Approval of a Joint Development Agreement with the University of Maryland for the City
Hall project – Scott Somers, City Manager
07-09-19: Approval of an agreement for Trolley Trail Improvements – Suellen Ferguson,
City Attorney (20)
Placeholder: Closed session to discuss a personnel matter (City Manager’s annual
evaluation)
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2019 WORKSESSION
03-05-19: Discussion of night-time and weekend work on Phase 1 of US 1
reconstruction project from College Avenue to 193 – Scott Somers, City Manager and
Mayor Wojahn (15)
08-08-19: Review of amendments to Ordinance 19-O-05, Bulk Trash, prior to
introduction next week – Suellen Ferguson, City Attorney, Robert Marsili, Director of
Public Works and Scott Somers, City Manager (30)
Annual item: Comments on the M-NCPPC budget – Bill Gardiner, Assistant City
Manager (15)
Appoint Mayor and Council annual retreat subcommittee – Scott Somers, City Manager
1:15
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2019 REGULAR MEETING
Proclamation for Indigenous Peoples’ Day
Introduction of the new Bulk Trash Ordinance
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2019, WORKSESSION
Note: Due to the move this weekend, items for this packet are due on Wednesday,
October 9. Packet will be run early
07-09-19: Review of Preliminary Plan of Subdivision for Greystar (Knox Road)
development – Terry Schum, Director of Planning (40)
03-13-19: Discussion of additional roadway connectivity between City neighborhoods –
AND
04-02-09: Find options to reduce traffic on our major roadways (include Complete
Streets) – Terry Schum, Director of Planning; Steve Halpern, City Engineer; Robert
Marsili, Director, Department of Public Works (40)
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2019 REGULAR MEETING
Quarterly Financial presentation – Gary Fields, Director of Finance

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2019 WORKSESSION
Annual Police Presentation
ANNUAL ITEMS
January, early: Discussion of Homestead Tax Credit Rate (currently at 0%) (must
certify by March 25 to change rate)
January, after an election: Review and adoption of Council Rules and Procedures
IFC/PHA Annual meeting with Council (when is best?)
March: Annual Review/Renewal of Insurance Contracts
March: Annual farmers market debrief
March: Annual Economic Development Report
April and September: Comments on the M-NCPPC budget
October, first regular meeting: Proclamation for Indigenous Peoples’ Day
Early Fall: Annual presentation from SHA on projects in the City (schedule prior to CTP
discussion)
Fall: Appointment of Annual Council Retreat subcommittee
Fall: Annual police agency presentation
November, first regular meeting: Proclamation for Small Business Saturday
December: Approval of Annual Retreat agenda
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MASTER LIST
04-03-18: Subcommittee recommendations for student recognition program
2019 Quarterly Financial Presentations: January 29, April 23, August 13, October 22
01-23-19: Information Report: Actions taken to mitigate the discharge of sump pump
water runoff – Steve Halpern, City Engineer
08-14-18: Discussion of City-wide parking (45)
02-05-19: Council approval of any decisions relating to reducing the speed limit,
removing traffic calming or removing stop signs on Calvert Road relating to Purple Line
construction impacts
Discussion of a City rebate program for installation of residential security technology –
waiting to see what the County does - (30) - Bob Ryan, Director of Public Services
Ordinance authorizing the acquisition of 7415 Columbia Avenue Property
Information Report on the feasibility of a City tax credit for residents to purchase flood
insurance – request of Councilmember Rigg (Suellen Ferguson, City Attorney)
Presentation on the University Club (4800 Berwyn House Road) new construction –
Terry Schum, Director of Planning
03-20-19: Award of contract for construction for Hollywood Dog Park – Scott Somers,
City Manager
04-10-19: County Comprehensive Rezoning Discussion – Terry Schum, Director of
Planning
04-16-19: Follow-up discussion on tree canopy assessment report – Robert Marsili,
Director of Public Works
Discussion of security at City buildings and cyber security – Scott Somers, City
Manager
Future Worksessions requested at the FY20 Budget Worksession:
1) Performance Measures – how we use them and how we set them
2) Long-term strategic plan to study additional connectivity – schedule when
result of $50K grant is presented; consider a more aggressive time frame in the
Complete Streets CIP
3) Update on the Sustainability Plan
07-02-19: Safety improvements near the CSX tracks
07-02-19: Review standards for review of parking tickets
07-02-19: Update on the bicycle boulevard study
07-02-19: Discussion of a trail policy including eScooters and eBikes
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07-09-19: Input from staff and the Airport Authority about the GAO study on helicopters
in the City and helicopter noise in the region (15)
Discussion and approval of a contract for a new phone system – Bill Gardiner, Assistant
City Manager
08-08-19: Discussion of establishing a Youth Advisory Council
Adoption of Resolution 19-R-17 to disband the Citizens Corps Council
Introduction of Ordinance 19-O-12 to disband the Cable Television Commission
08-14-19: Discussion of City Charter requirement that a candidate for elected office
must have been a registered voter for one year immediately preceding the date of the
election and of alternative means of proving residency (schedule after opinion from the
BOES has been received)
08-28-19: UMD Student presentation on Capstone project re synthetic/natural turf at
Duvall Field (end of fall semester)
08-28-19: Discussion of Duvall Field recommendations (schedule sometime after
Capstone presentation on turf) (30)
08-29-19: Consideration of Animal Welfare Committee request regarding County pit
bull legislation
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