
    
 

 
 

 
 

TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 2022 
CITY OF COLLEGE PARK 

 
Hybrid Meeting 

In Person:  2nd Floor Council Chambers, City Hall, 7401 Baltimore Avenue 
 Or Via Zoom: Link to join Webinar https://zoom.us/j/92398574069 

   
7:00 P.M. – 8:09 P.M. 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL  
INFORMATIONAL MEETING AGENDA  

 

COLLEGE PARK MISSION  
We provide excellent services, transparent and inclusive governance, and advocate 

for our residents to enhance the quality of life for our diverse community. 
 
 

SMALL CELL ANTENNA (A/K/A 5G) INSTALLATION IN CITY RIGHTS-OF-WAY  
 
Informational meeting with the City Attorney, City staff and City Consultant about small cell 
wireless antennas being installed on top of wooden or metal PEPCO poles along roads in the 
City. Carriers such as Verizon and AT&T have or will soon be applying to install this type of 
antenna in City rights-of-way. Installation of antenna on public land is governed by federal and 
City law. The Mayor and Council adopted a law and application process to regulate these 
installations and require a License Agreement to place the antennas, and have hired a 
consultant to evaluate small cell antenna applications. City staff and representatives from the 
consultant, Columbia Telecommunications Corporation, will be present at the meeting to 
provide information about the City’s process and to answer questions. Residents are 
encouraged to attend.  
 

 

➢ This agenda is subject to change. For the most current information, please contact the City Clerk at 240-487-3501.  
 

➢ Public Comment is taken during Regular Business meetings on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month in one of 
the following ways. All speakers are requested to complete a card with their name and address for the record. 

o To comment about a topic not on the meeting agenda: Speakers are given three minutes to address the Council 
during “Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items” at the beginning of each Regular Meeting. 

 
o To comment on an agenda item during a Regular Business meeting: When an agenda item comes up for 

consideration by the Council, the Mayor will invite public comment prior to Council deliberation. Speakers are 
given three minutes to address the Council on that agenda item. 

 

➢ You may park for free in the Downtown Parking Garage located at 7306 Yale Avenue to attend this meeting. 
 

➢ In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance, please contact the City Clerk’s 
Office at 240-487-3501 and describe the assistance that is necessary. 

https://zoom.us/j/92398574069


SMALL CELL DEPLOYMENT IN THE PUBLIC 
RIGHT-OF-WAY
City of College Park – Public Meeting – June 28, 2022

James Crane, Public Safety SME  
CTC Technology & Energy



Increase in wireless carrier locations

Increase in mobile data demand
Requires increased data capacity
Requires improved coverage AND density

Solution is more towers or alternatives
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What is a small cell?
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Metro cells
Pico cells

“‘Small cells’ is an umbrella term for operator-controlled, low-powered radio 
access nodes, including those that operate in licensed spectrum and 
unlicensed carrier-grade Wi-Fi. Small cells typically have a range from 10 
meters to several hundred meters.” – Small Cell Forum

Femtocells
Microcells
Distributed Antenna Systems (DAS)



Development of small cells
 Historically, to support voice-only applications, 

wireless providers installed 150- to 200-foot 
transmission towers and monopoles (aka macro sites) 

 Broadband 4G and 5G technologies require greater 
bandwidth and signal strength than voice-only

 Service providers moved from tall tower deployment 
to neighborhood wireless transmission facilities with 
smaller coverage



FCC regulations: public right-of-way
 FCC refers to small cell sites as Small Wireless Facilities 

(SWF) 
 Carriers have the right to deploy in a jurisdiction’s right-of-

way (ROW)
 Jurisdictions cannot ban SWFs in the ROW 
 Carriers must abide by jurisdictions’ zoning and regulatory 

requirements in order to receive a building permit or 
equivalent

 Jurisdiction has 60 days to approve a qualified application 
 Ten calendar days to notify carrier if any corrections or further 

information is required 
 A Request for Information (RFI) stops the 60-day clock



FCC definition of an SWF
 The structure on which antenna facilities are mounted:

 Is 50 feet or less in height; or
 Is no more than 10 percent taller than other adjacent structures; or
 Is not extended to a height of more than 10 percent above its preexisting 

height as a result of the colocation of new antenna facilities; and
 Each antenna (excluding associated antenna equipment) is no more 

than three cubic feet in volume; and
 All antenna equipment associated with the facility (excluding 

antennas) is cumulatively no more than 28 cubic feet in volume; 
and

 The facility does not require antenna structure registration; and
 The facility does not result in human exposure to radiofrequency 

radiation in excess of the applicable safety standards specified by 
federal law
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Bowie Walmart parking lot 
27.5-inch antenna at 25 feet on a 42-foot light pole



QUESTIONS?
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