
MINUTES 
Regular Meeting of the College Park City Council 

Tuesday, February 25, 2014 
7:30 p.m. – 8:04 p.m. 

 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Fellows; Councilmembers Kabir, Wojahn, Brennan, Dennis, 
Stullich, Day, Hew and Mitchell.   

 
ABSENT: None. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Joe Nagro, City Manager; Janeen Miller, City Clerk; Bill Gardiner, 

Assistant City Manager; Suellen Ferguson, City Attorney; Steve Groh, 
Director of Finance; Jill Clements, Director of Human Resources; Terry 
Schum, Director of Planning; Bob Ryan, Director of Public Services; 
Catherine McGrath, Student Liaison.  

 
 
Mayor Fellows opened the Regular Meeting at 7:30 p.m.  Councilmember Dennis led the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 
 
Minutes:  A motion was made by Councilmember Dennis and seconded by Councilmember 
Mitchell to approve the minutes of the Special Session on February 4, 2014, the Public Hearing 
on 13-CR-03 on February 11, 2014, and the Regular Meeting on February 11, 2014.  The motion 
passed 8 – 0 – 0.  
 
Announcements:  Councilmember Mitchell announced the passing of former Riverdale Park 
official Guy Tiberio. 
 
Councilmember Wojahn said the CBE will show the movie, “Forks over Knives” at City Hall on 
Saturday. 
 
Amendments to the Agenda:  None. 
 
City Manager’s Report:  Mr. Nagro discussed the impact of the many recent snow events on 
the City budget and salt supply. 
 
Student Liaison’s Report:  Ms. McGrath said this Friday is USM Lobby Day in Annapolis to 
rally in favor of keeping tuition low; next Wednesday March 5 is Legislative Ice Cream Day in 
Annapolis, where they will also support some of the City’s initiatives. 
 
Comments from the Audience on Non-Agenda Items:  None. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  A motion was made by Councilmember Dennis and seconded by 
Councilmember Kabir to adopt the Consent Agenda, which consisted of the following: 
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14-G-22 Spring Field Use Request by the College Park Boys and Girls Club for 

Calvert Road Field, Duvall Field and concession stand 
14-G-26 Letter in support of SB 601, Business and Economic Development - 

Maryland E-Nnovation Initiative Program 
14-G-27 Letter in support of HB 1049, Prince George's County - Authority to Impose 

Fees for Use of Disposable Bags PG 402-14 
14-G-28 Letter in support of CB-7-2014, A Resolution for the purpose of establishing 

a Prince George’s County Science and Technology Business District. 
The motion carried 8-0-0. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
14-G-25 Letter of support for a LIDC Grant Application to National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation for “Green Infrastructure Plan for Rhode Island Avenue” 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Stullich and seconded by Councilmember Mitchell 
to send a letter in support of an LIDC Grant Application to National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation for “Green Infrastructure Plan for Rhode Island Avenue.”   
 
There were no comments from the audience or from the Council. 
 
The motion passed 8 – 0 – 0. 
 
 
14-G-29 Approval of a letter to State Highway Administration with comments on 

proposed improvements to MD 430 (Greenbelt Road) 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Brennan and seconded by Councilmember Dennis 
to approve a letter to the State Highway Administration in substantially the form as 
attached with comments on their proposed improvements to MD 430. 
 
Councilmember Brennan said College Park has an obligation to advocate for safer and more 
pedestrian friendly roads and walkways in the City since many roads are under the jurisdiction of 
the County and State.  Greenbelt Road is often used as a speedy exit ramp from MD 193 to US 
Route 1, and he is not confident that the plan proposed by SHA does enough to ease traffic, 
reduce speeds and encourage a safe pedestrian experience. He believes this area of road needs 
more than the standard solution to make it safer and more interconnected. 
 
There were no comments from the audience. 
 
Councilmember Wojahn suggested some revisions to the letter, including specifying the 
intersections of Rhode Island Avenue and Greenbelt Road, and southbound 48th Avenue and 
Greenbelt Road, as particularly problematic.  After discussion, it was agreed to incorporate those 
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suggestions into this letter, but an additional suggestion requesting that SHA provide bicycle 
signal priority from southbound Rhode Island Avenue crossing MD 193 will be the topic of a 
separate letter because that is beyond the scope of this project.  Councilmember Wojahn will 
work with staff on this second letter [14-G-35]. 
 
The motion passed 8 – 0 – 0. 
 
14-G-23 Letter in support of SB 600, Regional Institutions Strategic Enterprise Zone 

Program, with amendments 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Stullich and seconded by Councilmember Day that 
the City Council send correspondence to the relevant Maryland General Assembly 
Committees and other elected officials stating the City’s support with amendments of the 
RISE legislation (Regional Institutions Strategic Enterprise Zone Program) that would 
create state and local incentives in designated areas near universities.   
 
Councilmember Stullich stated this is a potential new tool for City-University collaboration to 
improve our community as a whole.  This legislation is intended to attract innovative economic 
development initiatives.  However, there are some specific concerns about the legislation as it 
was originally drafted, so the City is proposing amendments to the bill that would require that 
local governments are part of any application for a RISE zone that includes tax credits against its 
real property tax rate; local government consent to provide tax credits; and State reimbursement 
for one-half of the tax credits provided.  With these amendments this could be a great tool to 
attract high quality development, and it’s important that the City be part of the decision- making 
and approval process and has some protection against the economic impact. 
 
There were no comments from the audience or from the Council. 
 
The motion passed 8 – 0 – 0. 
 
14-G-24 Appointments to Boards and Committees 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Mitchell and seconded by Councilmember Stullich 
to reappoint Sen. Jim Rosapepe as a Class B Director to the College Park City University 
Partnership.  The motion passed 8 – 0 – 0. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
Councilmember Mitchell reminded Council that the University is hosting a special tour for the 
National League of Cities conference on Tuesday from 2 – 5.   
 
Councilmember Stullich announced the dates for the 2014 Neighborhood Stabilization 
Committee meetings:  April 7, June 16, September 8, and December 1.  These meetings will 
involve the full Council, so we want to announce the dates in advance.  Additional appointments 
to the committee are forthcoming. 
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ADJOURN: 
A motion was made by Councilmember Stullich and seconded by Councilmember Mitchell 
to adjourn the regular meeting and to convene in a closed session to: Consult with Counsel 
on a legal matter, consider the acquisition or sale of real property for a public purpose, 
consider a matter that concerns the proposal for a business to locate in the County, and 
consider the investment of public funds.  Mayor Fellows announced that the Council will 
not return to public session.  With a vote of 8 – 0 – 0, Mayor Fellows adjourned the Regular 
Meeting at 8:04 p.m.    
 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Janeen S. Miller, CMC   Date 
City Clerk     Approved 
 
 
 
Pursuant to §10-503 of the State Government Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland,  the 
College Park City Council met in administrative function session on February 25, 2014 from 
7:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. in the Council Chambers at College Park City Hall.  The meeting was not 
open to the public.  
 
Motion to convene the Administrative Session by Councilmember Dennis and seconded by 
Councilmember Day.  Motion carried 5 – 0 – 0 (Hew, Wojahn and Stullich arrived later). 
 
Present:  Mayor Fellows, Councilmembers Kabir, Wojahn (7:05 p.m.), Dennis, Brennan, Stullich 
(7:10 p.m.), Day, Hew (7:04 p.m.) and Mitchell.   
 
Topic Discussed:   
 

1) The Human Resources Director made a presentation to Mayor and Council as City 
employees about the upcoming employee vote about joining the Maryland State 
Retirement Plan, answered questions, and provided the voting ballots. 
 

Motion to adjourn the Administrative Session at 7:15 p.m. by Councilmember Mitchell, 
seconded by Councilmember Day. 
 
 
Pursuant to §C6-3 of the College Park City Charter, at 8:04 p.m. on February 25, 2014, in the 
Council Chambers of City Hall, a motion was made by Councilmember Stullich and seconded by 
Councilmember Mitchell to enter into an Executive Session for the following reasons: 
 

1. Consult with Counsel on a legal matter 
2. Consider the acquisition or sale of real property for a public purpose 
3. Consider a matter that concerns the proposal for a business to locate in the County 
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4. Consider the investment of public funds 
 
The motion passed 8 – 0 – 0.   
 
Present: Mayor Andrew Fellows; Councilmembers Kabir, Wojahn, Brennan, Dennis, 

Stullich, Day, Hew and Mitchell.    
 
Absent: None. 
 
Also Present:  Joe Nagro, City Manager; Bill Gardiner, Assistant City Manager; Janeen Miller, 
City Clerk; Suellen Ferguson, City Attorney; Terry Schum, Director of Planning; Steve Groh, 
Director of Finance; Catherine McGrath, Student Liaison.  
  
Topics Discussed:  Downtown US 1 Development options including possible locations for City 
Hall, College Park Academy, and faculty/staff housing; financing options for potential public 
projects. 
          
Actions Taken:  None. 
 
Adjourn:  A motion was made by Councilmember Day and seconded by Councilmember Kabir 
to adjourn the Executive Session, and with a vote of 8 – 0 – 0, Mayor Fellows adjourned the 
Executive Session at 10:25 p.m. 
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