
MINUTES 
Regular Meeting of the College Park City Council 

Tuesday, November 12, 2013 
7:30 p.m. – 8:02 p.m.  

 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Andrew Fellows; Councilmembers Kabir, Wojahn, Catlin, Dennis, 
Stullich, Day, Afzali, and Mitchell. 

 
ABSENT: None. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Joe Nagro, City Manager; Yvette Allen, Assistant City Clerk; Suellen 

Ferguson, City Attorney; Bob Ryan, Director of Public Services; 
Councilmember-Elect Alan Hew; Councilmember-Elect P. J. Brennan and 
Catherine McGrath, Student Liaison. 

 
Mayor Fellows opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m.  Councilmember Catlin led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Minutes:  A motion was made by Councilmember Day and seconded by Councilmember 
Stullich to approve the minutes of the Special Session of October 15, 2013 and the Regular 
Meeting of October 22, 2013. The motion passed 8 – 0 – 0. 
 
Announcements:  Councilmember Kabir announced that the North College Park Civic 
Association would hold their monthly meeting on Thursday at 7:30 p.m. at Davis Hall. He 
expressed his sympathy for the loss of life in the house fire that occurred on Sunday in 
Sunnyside.  The fire department returned to the neighborhood on Monday to hand out fire safety 
tips and do house-checks; he thanked them for their service.  
 
Councilmember Wojahn echoed Councilmember Kabir’s sentiments over the loss of life of a 
fifty-year resident. There is also a question about whether the fire hydrant in the area was 
working up to its potential.  He contacted WSSC to make sure all fire hydrants are working 
properly and to inquire about their testing protocols.  Councilmember Wojahn announced the 
dates for upcoming Neighborhood Watch Basic Training: Thursday, November 13 at 7:00 p.m., 
Saturday, November 16th at 9:00 a.m., Thursday, December 5th at 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, 
December 7th at 9:00 a.m.  All training classes will be held in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  
 
Councilmember Catlin announced that the Berwyn District Civic Association would hold their 
monthly meeting on Thursday, November 21, 2013, at 8:00 p.m. at Fealy Hall. 
 
Councilmember Dennis announced that the Lakeland Civic Association would meet on 
Thursday, November 14, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. at the College Park Community Center. 
 
Councilmember Mitchell announced that the Prince George’s County Municipal Association will 
hold their monthly meeting Thursday, November 14, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the new Glenarden 
Community Center.  Kevin Maxwell, CEO of the Prince George’s County Public Schools, will 
be the speaker.  
 
Amendments to the Agenda:  None 
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City Manager’s Report:  City Manager Joe Nagro reported that Curbside Leaf Collection is on 
schedule and asked residents to watch for collection notices to be posted in their neighborhood.  
Mr. Nagro reminded residents to rake leaves to the curb, not into the street, and to not park on 
top of the leaves. The leaf collection schedule is posted on the City’s website.  
 
Student Liaison’s Report:  Ms. McGrath said the second on-campus tailgate was held on 
Saturday and was a success.  They are looking to continue this for the 2014 – 2015 school year. 
 
Comments from the Audience on Non-Agenda Items:  None. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  A motion was made by Councilmember Catlin and seconded by 
Councilmember Dennis to adopt the Consent Agenda, which consisted of the following: 
 
13-G-120 Motion to voice no objection to the application for a new Class B, Beer and 

Wine License for the use of Fishnet Restaurant, LLC, t/a Fishnet, 5008-5010 
Berwyn Road, subject to the applicant entering into a Property Use 
Agreement with the City in substantially the form as attached, authorization 
for the City Manager to sign the PUA and for staff to testify to the City’s 
position at the BOLC hearing. 

 
The motion passed 8 – 0 – 0. 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
13-G-121 Approval of a letter to the Prince George’s County Council in support of  
 CB-77-2013 - Neighborhood Nuisance Bill 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Mitchell and seconded by Councilmember Afzali 
that the City Council approve a letter to the Prince George’s County Council in 
substantially the form as attached in support of CB-77-2013, and  authorize staff to testify 
in support of the bill at the public hearing on Tuesday, November 19, 2013. 
 
Councilmember Mitchell said that County Council Member Eric Olson introduced CB-77-2013 
to amend County neighborhood nuisance regulations.  The City Council previously authorized 
the Director of Public Services to testify in support of CB-77-2013 before the County Council 
Public Safety and Fiscal Management Committee. The bill was amended and draft #2 passed 
favorably out of committee. The proposed amendments will define neighborhood nuisances to 
include acts which disturb the public peace, e.g. large house parties, and include civil citations 
for tenants and occupants of rental properties as well as the property owners. Adoption and 
implementation of CB-77-2013 would enhance City and UMD efforts to improve quality of life 
in the City.  City contract police officers and Prince George’s County department officers would 
be allowed to enforce this County regulation. 
 
There were no comments from the audience. 
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Councilmember Wojahn expressed his concerns about the language in the bill.  While he 
supports the bill in principle, the term “acting in a disorderly manner that disturbs the public 
peace” is very broad and possibly runs afoul of the Constitution because of how vague it is.  He 
can’t in good conscience support this as it is currently written. 
 
The motion passed 6 – 1 – 1 (Wojahn opposed; Kabir abstained) 
  
13-G-122  Appointments to Boards and Committees 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Dennis and seconded by Councilmember Catlin to 
appoint Arthur Eaton to the Veterans Memorial Improvement Committee.  The motion passed  
8 – 0 – 0. 
 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
Councilmember Afzali said he wants to introduce a Charter Amendment at the regular meeting 
on December 10 and have the Public Hearing on the same night to lower the age to run for the 
College Park City Council to age 18.  Discussion ensued about whether this should be on a 
Worksession prior to introduction, the Public Hearing advertising schedule, the agenda for the 
December 10th meeting which is also the night of the Inauguration, and whether this should take 
place on a different night.  Councilmember Afzali said he wants to get this done before his term 
ends and is concerned that delay would equal the death of the measure.  He set forth the 
conditions upon which he would agree to delay the vote beyond December.  After further 
discussion, Council agreed to introduce the Charter Amendment at the December 10 meeting and 
schedule the Public Hearing in February 2014.   
 
ADJOURN:  A motion was made by Councilmember Stullich and seconded by 
Councilmember Day to adjourn the regular session and reconvene in a Worksession for a 
discussion with student stakeholder groups about strategies in the Neighborhood 
Stabilization and Quality of Life Workgroup Final Report.  The motion passed 8 – 0 – 0 
and the Regular meeting concluded at 9:54 p.m.  
 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Janeen S. Miller, CMC   Date 
City Clerk     Approved 
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