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FINAL / Minutes of the Tree and Landscape Board 
City Hall, City of College Park 

January 8, 2014 
 
 

Members      Present   Absent  
 

Brenda Alexander, Public Works Deputy Director          
Steven Beavers, Planning Representative           
Dennis Herschbach, Member             
John Krouse, Member              
John Lea-Cox, City Forester             
Amelia Murdoch, Member             
Mark Wimer, Chairperson             
CBE Liaison (Janis Oppelt)              

 
 
Chairperson Wimer called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.   
 
I. Approval of the Meeting Minutes 
 

Motion:  To adopt the December 18, 2013 Tree and Landscape Board meeting minutes. 
 
  Moved:  Mr. Krouse  Second:  Ms. Alexander 
 
 Approval of the December 18, 2013 Tree and Landscape Board meeting minutes, as amended: 
 

Aye:  Unanimous  Nay:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
II. CBE Liaison Report  
 

The Calvert Hills Civic Association members had requested suitably-sized native trees to be 
planted on the trolley trail, and persimmons were selected. Pepco offered vouchers for trees that 
were removed and approved the persimmons, which were installed. It was agreed at the 
January 8, 2014, TLB meeting that the trolley trail may be a good location to install a 
permaculture planting. Chairperson Wimer read the definition of “permaculture” which, in part, 
specified “self-maintaining.” The CBE Liaison will check to see if Jonathan Brown, former 
Planning Representative, is available to conduct a permaculture workshop. Ms. Alexander 
suggested selecting a site for planting the permaculture for Arbor Day in April 2014, with the 
assistance of Boy Scout Troop 740 as well as CBE and TLB members. 

 
III. Hollywood Gateway Park 
 

Ms. Alexander stated that the architectural firm submitted a revised plan for the Hollywood 
Gateway Park to Terri Schum, Planning Director. She and Steve Beavers, Planning 
Representative, will meet with Ms. Schum at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, January 8, to discuss which 
aspects and ideas will be included in the plan based on their comments and suggestions. 
Chairperson Wimer has requested to attend the meeting. A discussion of the plans is scheduled 
for the Work Session on January 21, which will be televised and streamed.  
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IV. Construction/Development 
 

• Two new redevelopments, which will include retail stores, apartments, a parking garage, and 
townhouses, will take place on Rt. 1 at Cherokee Street and also at Metropolitan. 
 

• Street trees will be planted along Cherokee Street. 
 

• Most of the square rental buildings in Knox Village (aka Knox boxes) will be razed to make 
way for apartment buildings; an open park and amphitheater are also planned. 

 
• There is major construction at the former Maryland Book Exchange location. 

 
V. Public Works 

 
• City crews conducted snow removal and spread salt where the water mains have broken. 

 
• Curbside leaf collection is nearly completed. 

 
• The landscape crew is working on street tree pruning. 

 
• Ms. Alexander mentioned utilizing the tree inventory for maintenance work on street trees by 

using the computer-generated unique number for each tree. 
 

VI. M-NCPPC Airport Tree Trimming  
 

Chairperson Wimer recently sent a letter to the Mayor and Council regarding tree topping at the 
airport by the M-NCPPC. He also emailed a copy to Jack Robson, Chair of the Office of the 
Airport Authority, for his opinion on the issue. Mr. Robson stated that the M-NCPPC had 
followed up with him (Chairperson Wimer noted that the letter to the Mayor and Council was 
previously edited to state that there was some follow up, but with the wrong people). Chairperson 
Wimer then read a follow-up letter from Mr. Robson which stated in part that, according to Lee 
Schiek, M-NCPPC College Airport Manager, “… replacements will take place in the spring but 
that all of the replacements may not be in the immediate vicinity of the airport.” Before 
Mr. Schiek retired on December 21, 2013, he and Mr. Robson “reviewed outstanding airport 
projects, and [Mr. Schiek] indicated that there was a substantial overrun in the tree project’s cost 
but he did not indicate the actual amount. There is currently no replacement for Mr. Schiek … it 
will probably be 4-6 months before there is one.”  
 

VII. Other Business 
 

Chairperson Wimer’s term will soon expire on the TLB, and although he is not considering 
leaving, he is willing to step down if someone else is interested in pursuing the position.  

 
VIII. Adjournment 
 

Motion:  To adjourn the January 8, 2013 Tree and Landscape Board meeting. 
 
  Moved:  Mr. Krouse  Second:  Ms. Alexander 
 

The TLB meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  The next TLB meeting is scheduled for February 19 at 
7:00 p.m. in City Hall. 
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Minutes prepared by Debra Pinkett, Contract Secretary for the City of College Park 
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