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MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  City of College Park Council Members 

From: Scott Somers, City Manager 

Date:  November 24, 2015 

Subject: CITY OF COLLEGE PARK WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Attachments: Thanksgiving Safety Tips; Planning Department’s Public Listening Session; College Park 
Community Foundation 2015 Awards Gala; PGPD and UMPD Police Flyer regarding 
safety; College Park Live Smart, Eat Local Tour; SHA I-95/I-495 Project; and  
If I Were Mayor Contest. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

City offices will be closed Thursday and Friday,  
November 26 and 27, 2015 for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

 
City Hall will reopen on Monday, November 30th. 
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Administration 
 

• Scott Somers, City Manager, presented to a delegation of government officials from the Anhui 
Province, China on functions and services provided by the City of College Park, its 
organizational structure, and the council-manager form of government. 

• Scott Somers, City Manager, met with Youth and Family Services staff at the Spellman House to 
become acquainted with the programs and services the City provides for seniors. 

• Mayor Fellows, Mayor-elect Wojahn, and Scott Somers, City Manager, met with Dr. Loh, UMD 
President, Carlo Collelo, UMD Vice President for Administration & Finance, to discuss how 
each organization may assist one another with their common and separate goals. 

• Bob Ryan, Public Services Director and Scott Somers, City Manager attended the Neighborhood 
Quality of Life Public Safety and Code Enforcement Subcommittee meeting. 

• Administrative staff have been preparing the new Council Orientation Manual. 

• Administrative staff have been preparing for the Legislative Dinner (Monday, November 30). 

 

Planning 
 

• Established by the City of College Park to retain high-quality retail tenants, the Retail Business 
Improvement Fund is a citywide program that reimburses qualified businesses for leasehold 
improvements.  

Applicants are eligible for up to $5,000 in matching grant funds.  However, matching funds cannot 
exceed 50% of the total cost of an eligible improvement project.  Grants will be awarded on a 
competitive basis with a submission deadline for the initial round of review.  Subsequent rounds of 
review will be announced should funding remain available after the initial round.  

Applications for the first round of review are due on November 30, 2015.  For more information contact 
Randall Toussaint at rtoussaint@collegeparkmd.gov.   

• Economic Development staff toured the University of Maryland Technology Enterprise Institute 
(MTech) that is housed within the James Clark School of Engineering along with representatives from 
the Maryland Department of Commerce and Prince George’s County Economic Development 
Corporation.  M-Tech is a new technology incubator that provides students, faculty, and private sector 
companies with resources to develop and launch successful companies.  

• Community Development staff attended a Sustainable Maryland training workshop co-sponsored by the 
Maryland Municipal League and Smart Growth America.  The program included strategies for financing 
solar projects and for increasing community engagement in these efforts.  The City is a Sustainable 

mailto:rtoussaint@collegeparkmd.gov
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Maryland Certified Community, a process that required demonstrating its commitment to environmental 
sustainability through accomplishment of actions such as establishing a community garden. 

• Community Development staff met with SHA Safe Routes to School Program representatives to launch 
our Hollywood Road Sidewalk Study.  This study will develop an approach to providing a sidewalk on 
one or both sides of the road. 

• The Director and Community Development staff coordinated with Metropolitan Washington Council of 
Governments to finalize consultant selection for a Citywide Bicycle Boulevards Study.  This study is 
provided by the Transportation Land Use Connections program, a competitive program to provide 
municipalities with technical assistance for innovative planning efforts. 

• Small Business Saturday will take place on November 28, 2015.  Show your support of College Park’s 
small businesses by: 

1. Visiting your favorite local stores on Saturday 
2. Taking a “selfie” of yourself while you shop 
3. Posting the picture on Facebook or Twitter using the hashtag #ShopCollegePark or #ShopSmall 

 

 
• WMATA received 4 joint development proposals from teams interested in the College Park Metro site 

and Prince George’s County also received 4 submissions from developers responding to their Request 
for Qualifications for the county-owned site at Paint Branch Parkway and River Road.  At this time, all 
specific information is confidential and being evaluated. 

 

Public Services 
 

1. CODE ENFORCEMENT 

• CEO staff opened 27 cases for various code violations.  One municipal infraction was issued for 
a housing code violation. 

• Clerical staff opened 38 cases relating to missing lead paint documentation and residential OP 
billing letters. 

• Code Enforcement Officers responded to 8 calls for noise complaints. Four municipal infractions 
were issued for noise violations. 
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• 26 single family inspections and 7 re-inspections were conducted. 

• 4 condos were inspected. 

• 2 large apartment buildings were inspected with a total of 557 units. 

• 1 apartment building with 2 units was re-inspected. 

• 10 commercial establishments were inspected. 

• Code staff was in District Court Wednesday, November 18 with 13 Municipal Infraction cases. 

• Code Enforcement Officers attended training at UMD MFRI on Thursday, November 19 relating 
to the changes/updates in the state Fire Prevention Code as a result of the adoption of the 2015 
editions of NFPA1 and 101 of the Life Safety Code. 

 

2. ANIMAL CONTROL 

• The ACO performed the following services:  
- Implanted microchips into 3 dogs for a resident 
- Impounded an abandoned guinea pig and transported to PGAMG for stray hold 
- Facilitated the transfer of an under-socialized kitten into local rescue 
- Removed a cat carcass from private property 
- Removed a squirrel carcass from public property 
- Removed a squirrel carcass from private property 
- Impounded an injured squirrel pup 
- Served as staff liaison at animal welfare committee meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 18, 2015 
- Represented the City in District Court for 5 citations on Wednesday, Nov. 18, 2015 

  

3. SPECIAL EVENTS 

• The last UMD home football game of the season was held at noon on Saturday, Nov. 21, 2015. 
Additional City Contract Police and Code Enforcement Officers worked and responded to 
investigate noise complaints and large pre-game gatherings.  A Code Enforcement Officer 
worked in the joint agency Game Day Operations Center at UMPD to provide coordination and 
communication with other agencies working in the City for this event. 

• UMD home basketball games were held on Tuesday and Friday nights. Heavy traffic city-wide, 
and downtown experienced pregame parking congestion. No other community impact was 
reported.  

Public Works 
 

• Curbside leaf collection is still on schedule – thanks to the good weather.  There will be no leaf 
collection on Thursday and Friday, November 26-27 because of the Thanksgiving Holiday. 

• Public Works will be closed on Thursday and Friday, November 26 and 27, for the Thanksgiving 
Holiday.  Refuse and recycling will be collected on the regularly scheduled days, but there will 
be NO special collections for brush, electronics, or bulk trash.  
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MEETINGS AT A GLANCE: 
 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2015 
7:00 P.M. Public Hearings (see attached flyers) 
7:30 P.M. Mayor & Council Regular Meeting at City Hall 
 
THURSDAY & FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26 & 27, 2015 
City closed for Thanksgiving Holiday. 
 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2015 
6:30 P.M. College Park Legislative Dinner at University of Maryland Golf Course 
7:30 P.M College Park Community Foundation Board meeting at City Hall 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2015 
7:30 P.M. Oral Argument CEO-2015-02 followed by Mayor & Council Worksession 
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Join us for our next 

College Park Live Smart, Eat Local Tour 

Wednesday, December 16th at 7:00 p.m. 

Mamma Lucia Restaurant 

4734 Cherry Hill Road, College Park 
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