
 City Manager’s Office 
 

 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  City of College Park Council Members 

From: Scott Somers, City Manager 

Date:  December 1, 2015 

Subject: CITY OF COLLEGE PARK WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Attachments: WSSC Sewer Rehabilitation Map for Mineola Rd; Washington Gas map regarding possible Gas 
leak in Berwyn; Planning Department’s Public Listening Session; College Park Live Smart Eat 
Local Tour; Winter Holiday Safety; SHA I-95/I-495 Project Update/Newsletter and Minutes. 

Administration 
 

• Staff attended the Committee for a Better Environment meeting. Agenda items included a 
presentation from Mike Hunninghake from Sustainable Maryland on how the City of College 
Park may enhance its Sustainable Maryland Certification by adopting and implementing certain 
items such as a waste reduction program via a volume based approach to trash collection, 
diverting food waste and recyclable material from the landfill, etc.   

• Continued final edits to the newly elected Council Member orientation manual. 

• Began development of the agenda for the annual Council retreat.  

• Met with individual staff members, assigned specific action items listed in the Strategic Plan to 
ensure continued progress toward completion of items.  

• Administrative staff organized the 2015 Legislative Dinner at the University of Maryland Golf 
Course Clubhouse.  All members of the Maryland 21st District Delegation attended, as did 
County Councilmembers Mary Lehman and Dannielle Glaros, and representatives from the 
County Executive’s Office and Senator Ben Cardin’s office.  The Mayor and City 
Councilmembers presented the City’s four legislative issues: Improved design and funding for 
the reconstruction of Baltimore Avenue; Continued support for federal agencies and University 
research in the College Park area; Infrastructure funding for redevelopment of commercial 
centers; and, Increased State funding for Youth Service Bureaus. 

The Mayor, the Mayor-Elect, Councilmembers, and Councilmembers-Elect listened to the 
responses to the City’s issues, as well as other issues presented by the 21st District Delegation, the 
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Maryland Municipal League, the County Executive’s Office, County Council members, the 
University of Maryland, and Senator Cardin’s office. 

The Legislative Dinner booklet is available on the City’s website by clicking here. 

Planning 
 

• The Planning Director attended a team meeting on the Greenbelt Metro Interchange project (US 1 
to Baltimore/Washington Parkway) on Tuesday, November 24.  A public meeting on the project 
is scheduled for Wednesday, December 9, 2015 from 7-9 p.m. at Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School.  A project newsletter is attached as well as minutes from the October 29 team meeting. 

• The owner of the Mazza Grandmarc Apartments reports that title reports for the Feasibility Study 
of Extending Hollywood Road have been completed and the survey crew has been scheduled to 
do on-site topographical survey work. 

• There is a new and improved format for the November Development Update (copy attached) that 
includes sections on City and University of Maryland on-campus projects as well as timely 
statistics on our retail, office and multifamily markets. 

• Click here  for 2015 College Park Development Updates. 

Public Services 
 

• TRAFFIC NOTICE 

- Expect traffic congestion before UMD men’s home basketball game this Friday, December 4 
especially near Xfinity Center and Downtown dinner crowd prior to game  

 

• CODE ENFORCEMENT 

- Code Enforcement staff opened 21 cases for various code violations. Eleven Municipal 
infractions were issued. 

- Code clerical staff opened 19 cases for Residential and Non-Residential Occupancy Permit 
billings, need for additional documentation for lead paint requirement and property updates. 

- 16 single family inspections and 5 re-inspections were conducted 
- 7 condos were inspected       
- 266 apartment units were inspected 
- 1 fraternity was re-inspected 
- 2 commercial inspections were conducted 
- Noise – five calls were received on the hotline, only one related to noise.  From Thursday to 

Sunday, two calls for noise were received – one was for a location outside City limits, the 
other resulted in a warning. 
 

 

http://www.collegeparkmd.gov/government/mayor_and_council/college_park_legislative_booklet.php
http://www.collegeparkmd.gov/developmentupdates/College_Park_Development_Update__Nov_2015_.pdf


3 
 

• SPECIAL EVENTS 

- UMD home basketball game on Saturday did not significantly impact the community as 
traffic was light and UMD was closed for the holiday. 
 

• POLICE 

- City Contract Police Officers maintained neighborhood patrols over the holiday weekend and 
conducted multiple premise checks requested by residents who were away. A few breaking 
and entering incidents were reported city-wide and are being investigated by PGPD. Holiday 
crime prevention tips produced by PGPD and UMPD were distributed to civic and 
neighborhood watch groups, and City social media, before the holiday weekend in an effort to 
prevent break-ins and other crimes.   

Public Works 
 

• The curbside leaf collection is still on schedule.  On Wednesday, November 25, the tentative 
December 2015 leaf collection schedule was released.  It is on the City’s website 
http://www.collegeparkmd.gov/government/public_works/curbside_leaf_collection.php. 

• By Wednesday, November 25, we had the V-Box salt spreaders in all 5 pickup trucks and all 6 
dump trucks in preparation for future snows.  We do not put plows on trucks until snow is 
actually predicted to fall in College Park. 

Finance 
 

• The City issued its Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) for fiscal year 2015 on 
November 25.  The CAFR is available online at 
www.collegeparkmd.gov/document_center/Finance/CAFR/FY2015CAFR.pdf, or printed copies 
may be obtained from the Finance Department. 

City Engineer 
 

• WSSC has begun their planned rehabilitation of the sewer main under 52nd Place.  The sewer 
main is being relined so there will be no excavations. The Contractor will be working from Sewer 
manhole to sewer manhole. The project limits are Odessa Road to Mineola Road. Much of the 
work will be performed under the beltway.   

Homeowners will be given 48 Hours notification if their sewer will be affected. The work is 
expected to be completed by 12/18/15. (See page 5 for illustration) 

• Staff performed a City wide streetlight inspection this past November.  40 malfunctioning 
streetlights were reported to Pepco for service. 

• WSSC is repairing a sewer service near 4805 Indian Lane.  They will be working at this location 
for a couple of days. 

http://www.collegeparkmd.gov/government/public_works/curbside_leaf_collection.php
http://www.collegeparkmd.gov/document_center/Finance/CAFR/FY2015CAFR.pdf
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• Staff has contacted Washington Gas regarding the smell of gas originating along the 8300 and 
8400 blocks of 49th Avenue.  Staff was informed that the Washington Gas Field Operations 
Department has an ongoing investigation in progress and will be provided us updates as soon as 
they isolate the gas smell. (See page 6 for illustration) 

• Closure of cut-thru from Lafayette Ave. to Rivertech Ct. 
Work will soon begin on the new CSX crossing at Riverdale Park Station. The bridge 
construction work is significant and requires the closing of the former ERCO plant parking lot 
between the Rivertech Court cul-de-sac and Lafayette Avenue. This route has been used for years 
as a “short cut” from Lafayette Avenue to M-Square. 

The closure will begin on or about December 14, 2015 and will continue until the new bridge is 
open – estimated to be in April 2017. 

For any questions, please contact Robert Lockhart of Capital Construction Consultants at  
202-669-7157 or email at rlockhart@ccci-dc.com. 

 

MEETINGS AT A GLANCE: 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2015 
7:30 P.M. Oral Argument CEO-2015-02 followed by Mayor & Council Worksession 
 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2015 
7:30 P.M. Advisory Planning Commission Meeting at City Hall 
 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2015 
9:30 A.M. Calvert Hills Citizens Association Meeting at Old Parish House 
4:00 P.M. Committee for a Better Environment viewing the film Tapped at City Hall 
 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2015 
6:30 P.M. Recreation Board Meeting at College Park Community Center 
7:30 P.M. Mayor & Council Meeting and Swearing-in of the 2015-2017 Mayor and Council at  

City Hall 

mailto:rlockhart@ccci-dc.com
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Join us for our next 

College Park Live Smart, Eat Local Tour 

Wednesday, December 16th at 7:00 p.m. 

Mamma Lucia Restaurant 

4734 Cherry Hill Road, College Park 
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